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A  Family  Name  is  a  heritage  handed  down  from  parents,  to  their 
children  and  immediately  becomes  the  means  by  which  they  are  identified 
through  life. 

Our  Family  Name  is  what  we  prize  most,  more  than  any  worldly 
possession,  and  some  thoughtful  people  keep  a  Family  Record,  usually 
written  in  the  Family  Bible.  But  the  vast  majority  of  us  fail  in  our  duty 
to  keep  even  a  single  sheet  of  written  information  and  depend  entirely 
upon  vague  stories  handed  down  by  word  of  mouth  from  some  relative 
to  another. 

Because  my  parents  died  when  my  brother  and  I  were  small  boys, 
I  grew  up  with  a  desire  to  meet  someone  who  could  tell  me  something 
about  my  kind  of  unique  Family  Name.  My  grandparents  did  not  know 
enough  about  it  and  neither  did  my  two  cousins  (both  with  the  very  same 
name)  of  New  York  City. 

The  only  information  they  gave  me  is  that  we  were  born  in  Greci, 
province  of  Avellino,  an  Italo  Albanian  town. 

I  met  and  corresponded  with  people  named  BELLUCCI  and  BEL- 
LUSCIO  who  were  also  born  in  Italo- Albanian  towns.  This  provided 
the  only  clue,  and  when  I  reached  my  so-called  retirement  age  I  started 
my  research  as  a  hobby,  and  read  all  the  Albanian  literature  I  could  find. 

A  complete  set  of  Encyclopedia  Brittanica,  received  as  a  gift  from 
the  late  Judge  Joseph  H.  Barnes  has  provided  most  of  the  historical 
material. 

Other  books  that  have  been  very  helpful  are : 

Gli  Albanesi  in  Italia,  by  Antonio  Scura. 

Ea  Zedda  e  la  Dynastia  dei  BALSHI  by  Jozseph  Gelcich. 

History  of  Grottaminarda,  by  Rev.  Father  Adolfo  Rezza. 

Records  from  the  Cathedral  of  Avellino,  by  courtesy  of  His  Excellency 
Mons.  Gioacchino  Pedicini,  Bishop  of  Avellino. 

History  of  Venice,  First  Settlers. 

The  Holy  Bible,  Old  Testament. 

AVhen  I  began  this  research  I  had  no  idea  it  would  take  so  much  of 
my  spare  time,  but  now  that  it  is  completed  I  have  a  feeling  of  satisfaction 
of  providing  my  family  with  the  information  I  craved  for  all  my  life. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

ITALO  ALBANIANS 

Families  with  the  name  BELLUSCI  are  found  principally  in  a  few 
ITALO- ALBANIAN  towns  located  in  the  southern  provinces  of  Italy 
where  the  Albanian  language  is  spoken  and  many  ancient  Albanian 
customs  are  still  in  use  and  strictly  observed. 

These  Italo- Albanian  towns  were  established  about  the  middle  of  the 
15th  century  (about  80  towns)  by  the  BALASHA  DYNASTY  after  their 
defeat  by  the  powerful  Turkish  Empire,  and  the  BELSHI  family  re¬ 
linquished  all  their  rights  as  rulers  of  the  BALASHA  DYNASTY  and 
took  refuge  in  these  towns  with  thousands  of  their  Roman  Catholic  subjects. 

The  BELSHI  family  (as  they  were  commonly  called)  humbly  joined 
their  subjects  in  these  newly  established  Italo- Albanian  towns  where  they 
all  became  fine  and  faithful  Italian  citizens  and  devout  Roman  Catholics, 
but  at  the  same  time  retaining  to  a  great  extent  their  ancient  Albanian 
language  and  customs. 

In  the  course  of  the  past  five  centuries  the  name  has  changed  slightly 
under  the  Italian  influence,  and  we  now  find  it  spelled  BELLUSCI, 

BELLUSCIO,  BELLUCCI  and  BELLUSCHI. 

The  spelling  of  BELLUSCI  is  nearest  to  the  sound  of  the  original 
BALASHA. 

The  name  BALASHA  descends  from  a  long  line  of  ancient  Kings 
that  bore  exactly  the  same  name  BALASHA  as  far  back  as  3,000  years 
ago  as  rulers  of  the  then  powerful  countries  of  Persia,  Babylon  and  even 
parts  of  ancient  Greece. 

We  find  the  same  situation  existed  in  Hungary  where  the  Bela  and 
Balas  family  ruled  as  kings  for  about  five  centuries  and  also  adopted  the 
name  “Balasha  Dynasty”  when  they  expanded  their  kingdom  over  Servia, 
Montenegro  and  Albania. 

The  name  “Balasha”  has  been  spelled  the  same  for  thousands  of 
years  by  all  these  kings  whose  racial  origin  is  the  same,  as  historical  facts 
clearly  identify  them  by  their  migration  from  one  country  to  another, 
as  I  shall  unfold  in  this  report,  beginning  with  the  invasion  of  Greece 
and  Macedonia  by  Emperor  Darius  in  the  year  491  B.C.  with  a  huge 
Persian  army  and  thousands  of  ships  from  ancient  Phoenicia  up  to  the 
last  Balasha  Dynasty  that  ended  in  1421  with  the  invasion  of  Eastern 
Europe  by  Turkey. 

I  will  show  later  in  this  report  that  the  first  half  of  the  name 
BALASHA  means  ‘GOD”  as  it  appears  in  the  BIBLE  (see  Book  of 
ISAIAH,  Chapter  51,  Verse  1)  and  the  second  half  of  the  name  means 
“CHILD”  in  the  ancient  Persian  language;  therefor,  when  it  is  written 
as  BALASHA  it  means  “GOD  of  the  CHILD”. 


I  will  show  that  this  name  has  been  used  exclusively  by  Kings  and 
other  exceptionally  important  personalities. 

This  could  very  well  be  the  reason,  in  addition  to  the  Italian  influence, 
why  the  BALASIIA  DYNASTY,  upon  abdicating  their  crown,  changed 
their  name  to  a  slightly  different  spelling. 

This  change  became  evident  soon  after  their  abdication  as  it  appears  in 
the  book  “CENNI  STORICI  di  CARPIGNANO  ’  ’  province  of  Avellino, 
where  it  mentions  an  immigrant  priest  names  JOHANNES  NICAULUS  de 
BELLUCCIS,  at  about  the  year  1550. 

The  above  mentioned  book  also  gives  historical  reports  about  the 
ancient  town  of  Grottaminarda,  my  mother’s  home  town.  However,  my 
father’s  home  town,  my  birthplace,  is  Greei  di  Puglia,  strictly  an  Italo- 
Albanian  town.  The  book  says  that  Father  de  Belluccis  was  elected 
“Arciprete”  of  Grottaminarda  and  of  the  outlining  villages  which  con¬ 
stituted  “La  Collegiata  di  S.  Maria  Maggiore”,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
from  1594  to  1626. 

Said  Arciprete  de  Belluccis  instituted,  at  his  personal  expense,  a  fund 
of  9,200.  Ducati  for  the  purpose  of  adding  five  additional  Canonici,  and 
preference  to  be  given  to  his  relatives  up  to  the  fourth  generation.  After 
his  death,  that  clause  of  his  will  was  contested  by  the  church  authorities 
(the  preference  to  his  relatives)  and  after  a  long  litigation  with  the 
Arciprete ’s  family,  in  1672,  The  Pope  ruled  against  the  family  and 
confiscated  the  funds. 

Having  failed  to  find  the  Arciprete ’s  place  of  birth,  I  wrote  to  his 
Excellency  Gioacchino  Pedicini,  Bishop  of  Avellino,  Italy;  I  am  attaching 
his  personal  letter  and  a  long  report  about  the  Arciprete,  in  Italian, 
which  states  that  the  Arciprete  was  not  Italian  born,  but  he  was  an 
immigrant  exceptionally  well  educated  with  many  ecclesiastical  titles  and 
apparently  of  a  wealthy  family.  The  Bishop  tells  me  in  his  letter  that  if 
I  wished  any  further  information  I  should  look  beyond  the  confines  of  the 
Apuglia.  This  is  very  significant  advice,  and  very  helpful  in  my  research, 
because  the  only  country  beyond  the  confines  of  Apuglia  is  ALBANIA. 

This  is  the  deciding  point  which  confirms  my  theory  that  the  Arciprete 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  the  BALASHA  family,  as  there  was  absolutely 
no  other  family  with  such  a  name,  or  anything  that  even  resembled  that 
name,  any  where  in  all  of  Europe. 

Furthermore,  he  appears  in  history  a  few  years  after  the  BALASHA 
family  took  refuge  in  Italy ;  he  is  a  wealthy  man ;  he  was  highly  educated 
and  he  was  strongly  devoted  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  due  to  the 
intimate  and  friendly  relations  with  the  Pope  that  gave  The  Balasha 
family  permission  to  establish  all  those  towns  for  their  subjects. 

I  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  read  the  attached  photo  copies  of  the 
Bishop's  report. 


BISHOP  PEDICINPS  REPORT 


Avellino,  15/3/1959 

11  Vescovo  di  Avellino 

Gent,  mo  sig.  Bellusci,  ebbi  la  gradita  sna  del  10  febbraio  n.s.  e  nel 
desiderio  di  farle  piacere  incaricai  nn  dotto  sacerdote,  Don  Nicola  Gambino, 
Arciprete  di  Rocca  S.  Felice,  di  fare  le  indagini  da  lei  desiderate. 

Le  acclndo  la  lettera  che  questi  mi  ha  scritto. 

Certo  non  e  quello  che  lei  si  sarebbe  aspettato,  ma  comprendera  che  si 
tratta  di  tre  secoli  addietro  e  in  tante  vicende  molti  docnmenti  sono  andati 
perduti. 

Terra  conto  della  bnona  volonta. 

A  Greci,  attualmente,  vi  e  nn  parroco  forestiero  molto  giovine,  che 
credo  non  sia  in  grado  di  fare  qualche  ntile  ricerca. 

La  saluto  e  benedico  di  cnore. 

sno 

Gioacchino  Pedicini 
Vescovo 


Parrocchia  di  S.  Maria  Maggiore 
Rocca  San  Felice  (Avellino) 

Diocesi  di  Avellino  12  Marzo  1959. 

L’Ece.  Mons.  Gioacchino  Pedicini 
Vescovo  di  Avellino 

Oggetto : 

Eccellenza,  ho  fatto  delle  ricerche  relative  all ’arciprete  De  Bellnccis 
di  Grottaminarda.  Ecco  quanto  sono  riuscito  a  rintracciare. 

II  detto  sacerdote  fn  uomo  eminente  in  quanto  era  Utriusque  Iuris 
Doctor  e  Protonotario  Apostolico.  Fu  anche  benemerito  della  chiesa  di 
quel  psese.  Infatti  da  copia  del  suo  testamento  (rogato  per  Notar  Cristo- 
foro  Musto  di  Monteaperto  il  21  dicembre  1626)  risulta  che  egli  nomino 
erede  universale  di  tutti  i  suoi  beni  il  “  Venerabile  Collegium  Sanctse 
Mariae  Maioris  dictie  Terras  Griptas  Minardae  excludendo  ab  hereditate 
prasdicta  illos  quattuor  canonicos  supranumerarios  ”.  Di  questo  legato  da 
testimonianza  anche  Giuseppe  Zigarelli  (Storia  della  Cattedra  di  Avellino, 
Napoli  1856,  II  p.  388)  :  “La  Collegiata  di  S.  Maria  Maggiore  fu  aumentata 
a  dodici  (canonici)  nel  di  8  agosto  1624  ed  ai  cinque  aggiunti,  con  rarissimo 
esempio,  di  proprio  peculio  furono  assegnate  le  rendite  dallo  stesso  arciprete 
di  Grottaminarda  e  Protonotario  Apostolico,  Giovan  Nicola  de  Belluciis”. 
L’esercizio  dei  diritti  testamentari  fu  ostacolato  dagli  eredi,  piu  volte 
diffidati  a  consegnare  i  beni  di  detto  arciprete.  Tra  l’altro  il  12  gennaio 
1672  Paolo  Carafa,  Commissario  generale  del  Papa  nel  Regno  di  Napoli, 
ingiungeva  agli  eredi  di  eseguire  la  volonta  del  testatore  sotto  pena  di  gravi 
sanzioni  canoniche. 
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Ho  potuto  riscontrare  che  detto  arciprete  sara  morto  alia  fine  del 
1626.  Difatti  l’ultimo  battesimo  da  Ini  amministrato  e  del  28  nov.  1626 
ed  il  testamento  di  fine  dicembre.  Inoltre  nell’aprile  del  1627  compare  gia 
1  arciprete  D.  Marco  Aurelio  Berlingieri.  Mancando  il  registro  dei  morti 
di  quegli  anni,  non  posso  precisare  altre  notizie,  sopratutto  del  suo  psese 
natale.  Infatti  nei  registri  dei  morti  si  soleva  essere  molto  larghi  di  notizie 
circa  i  parroci  defnnti  o  altre  persone  eminenti.  Dello  stesso  ho  sapnto, 
da  una  petizione  del  Collegio  dei  canonici  li  epoca  pin  recente,  che,  siccome 
la  cura  d’anime  apparteneva  a  tutto  il  Collegio,  questo  sceglieva  l’arciprete 
aella  chiesa  ‘‘come  fu  fatto  1 ’ultima  volta  nell’elezione  di  Giovanni  Nicola 
de  Belluccis''.  Il  nome  esatto  delFarciprete  e  Iohannes  Nicolaus  de 
Belluccis,  trascritto  de  Bellutiis  nella  ingiunzione  di  Paolo  Carafa  o 
Belluciis  dallo  Zlgarelli.  Le  varianti  non  hanno  importanza,  i  dec.  mss. 
contemporanei  scrivono  sempre  de  Belluccis.  Del  resto  traslato  in  Italiano 
contemporaneo  si  ha  il  cognome  Bellucci.  Famiglie  di  questo  cognome 
non  mi  e  riuscito  rintracciarne  alcuna  nei  registri  dei  battezzati  nepure 
cl  ell ’epoca  di  detto  arciprete  e  tantomeno  tra  gli  eredi.  Questo  fatto 
conferma  Fopinione  che  egli  non  sia  del  luogo,  ma  un  immigrato,  non  si  sa 
poi  da  quale  pgese.  Anche  attualmente  la  famiglia  Bellucci  si  trova  solo  a 
85.  Nicola  Baronia  (i  Bellucci  di  Avellino),  ma  e  pure  una  famiglia  immi- 
grata  in  quel  passe  da  qualche  generazione. 

Per  sapere  della  maggiore  diffusione  della  famiglia  bisognerebbe  pas- 
sare  verso  i  confini  della  Puglia  ed  allargare  molto  di  piu  il  campo  delle 
ricerche.  E  cio  comporta  tempo  maggiore.  Per  di  piu  l’archivio  par- 
rocchiale  di  Grottaminarda  e  costituito  nella  parte  piu  antica  da  fogli 
contabili  e  copie  legali,  riguardanti  i  beni  del  Collegio  dei  canonici,  sciolte, 
non  raccolte  in  corpus  e  parecchie  abbastanza  malandate  per  Fumidita 
dei  secoli  passati. 

Genufletto  al  bacio  del  S.  Anello. 

NICOLA  GAMBINO 


ARCIPRETE  DE  BELLUCCIS 

Nell’anno  1594  il  Primicerio  maggiore  e  i  canonici,  per  la  morte 
delPArciprete  de  Troianis,  nominarono  ed  elessero  Arciprete  il  suddiacono 
canonico,  don  Giovan  Nicola  de  Belluccis,  che  ne  ottenne  1  ’ investitura  dopo 
poehi  mesi,  come  si  rileva  da  uno  strumento  di  compra  d’annue  entrate, 
fatta  dal  Collegio  con  rogito  del  notaro  Cristoforo  Coscino  e  nei  quale  si 
costituiscono :  don  Nicola  de  Belluccis,  arciprete,  il  primicerio  Longo  ed 
altri  canonici. 

Al  de  Belluccis  la  Collegiata  di  S.  Maria  deve  1  istituizione  a  sue 
spese  di  altri  cinque  canonicati  avvenuta  1’8  agosto  del  1624. 

Morto  il  de  Belluccis  nei  1626,  fu  sollevata  questione  sul  patronato 
dell ’arcipretura,  ma  la  Curia  Romana  regnante  Urbano  VIII.  tronco  di 
netto  ogni  lite,  decretando  la  devoluzione  di  essa  alia  Santa  Sede  con  la 
i estrizione  hac  vice  tantuwi  ct  citra  pvee judicium  dusnx  lis  inter  aliquos 
pendet  contesta.  E  nomino  ad  arciprete  il  primicerio  minore  della  Col¬ 
legiata. 
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There  are  other  Italo-Albanian  Clergymen,  and  there  is  one  about 
whom  we  find  a  story  in  a  book  entitled  “Gli  Albanesi  in  Italia”  by 
Antonio  Scura,  at  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

This  book  gives  a  vivid  picture  of  the  people,  their  customs,  the 
language,  racial  origin  and  their  determination  to  succeed  in  a  strange 
but  hospitable  country. 

It  tells  the  story  of  a  Bishop  Domenico  Bellusci  of  Frascineto,  Province 
of  Cosenza,  as  follows : — 

In  the  year  1799  the  Italo-Albanian  College  was  moved  from  the  town 
of  S.  Benedetto  Uliano  to  its  present  location  in  S.  Demetrio  Corone.  The 
residents  demonstrated  against  this  move  and  against  the  then  President 
of  the  College,  resulting  in  a  grave  and  fatal  occurrence  which  brought 
about  the  closing  of  the  College. 

On  January  31,  1807  the  Italian  Government  decided  to  open  the 
College  and  called  upon  one  of  the  Bellusci  family  to  assume  the  presidency 
in  the  person  of  Bishop  Domenico  Bellusci,  professor  of  Greek  literature, 
philosopher  and  an  able  orator.  In  a  short  space  of  time  the  Bishop 
succeeded  in  restoring  the  devastated  College  into  a  fine  institution  of 
learning  and  culture  and  remained  as  president  for  twenty-five  years.  The 
Bishop  was  stricken  with  immature  death  March  2,  1833. 

In  the  same  book  we  find  also  the  names  Salvatore  Bellusci  as  Dean 
of  the  LICEO  and  of  Demetrio  Bellusci  as  teacher  of  the  Classe  Normale. 

Antonio  Scura  also  says : — 

“  Being  weakened  by  such  a  long  struggle,  the  SIGNORIA  dei 
BALASCIA  was  forced  to  flee,  and  the  only  one  that  remained  was  that 
of  Castriota.  The  head  of  this  family  was  Costantino  Castriota  of  a  rich 
and  noble  group  which  had  ruled  part  of  Albania.  Said  Costantino  had 
four  sons: —  Reposio,  Giorgio,  Stanisa  and  Costantino  and  also  five  daugh¬ 
ters.  One  of  the  terms  upon  which  he  was  allowed  to  remain  in  Albania 
unmolested  was  to  surrender  his  four  sons  to  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  as 
hostages.  Soon  after  that,  old  man  Castriota  died  leaving  his  widow  and 
an  impoverished  estate.” 

Years  later  young  George,  who  had  been  trained  by  the  Sultan  for  a 
diplomatic  career,  escaped  from  Turkey  and  enrolled  in  the  Republic  of 
Venice  and  started  a  war  against  Turkey  under  the  famous  name  of  “THE 
SCANDERBERG”.  After  some  initial  victories,  the  struggle  ended  in  a 
disastrous  defeat,  the  death  of  George  and  the  brutal  slaying  of  his  three 
brothers  by  the  Sultan. 

A  few  years  ago  I  corresponded  with  another  Bellusci  family  in  the 
same  town  of  San  Demetrio  Corone.  One  of  the  brothers  had  served  in 
the  House  of  Deputies  of  the  Republic  and  now  with  the  Department  of 
Education  in  Rome,  another  brother  is  an  author  and  a  third  brother  is  a 
school  teacher. 
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I  have  also  met  a  few  families  in  Boston  with  names  of  Belluscio  and 
Bellucci  and  they  all  admit  being  Italo-Albanians. 

I  am  attaching  a  list  of  the  Italo-Albanian  towns,  the  province  in 
which  they  are  located  and  their  respective  population  as  they  appear  in 
Scura’s  book.  I  believe  they  are  very  interesting. 


TOWNS  PROVINCES  POPULATION 


Chieuti 

Foggia  and  Benevento 

2780 

Casalnuovo 

4610 

Casalvecchio 

2410 

Castellnccio  dei  Sauri 

1200 

Facta 

3654 

Greci  di  Pnglia 

1940 

Panni 

4461 

S.  Paolo  di  Civitate 

3932 

Ginestra  dei  Salvadori 

982 

S.  Angelo  Mnxaro 

Girgenti 

1951 

Galatina 

Lecce 

1408 

Foggiano 

1301 

Martignano 

1051 

Roccaforzata 

1034 

Monteparano 

1405 

S.  Giorgio  Sotto  Taranto 

3408 

S.  Martino 

436 

S.  Marzano 

2836 

Sternazia 

1803 

Zollino 

1277 

Contessa  Contollina 

Palermo 

2646 

Piana  del  Greci 

8470 

Mezzoiuso 

Palazzo  Adriano 

6219 

5197 

Campomarino 

Porto  Cannone 

Campobasso 

1784 

2137 

Ururi 

S.  Groce  di  Migliano 

Montecifone 

3824 

5365 

3100 

S.  Michele  di  Ganzaria 

Bronte 

Catania 

4222 

201 6j^ 

Amato 

Catanzaro  e  Reggio 

1708 

Andali 

1717 
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TOWNS 

PROVINCES 

POPULATION 

Arietta 

Catanzaro  e  Reggio 

180 

Casalnnovo 

749 

Carfizzi 

1343 

Pellagloria 

1412 

S.  Nicola  Dell’Alto 

3022 

Vena 

948 

Zangarone 

845 

Caraffa 

1478 

Macednsa 

.886 

Gizzerie 

1478 

Zegarise 

1478 

Acquaformosa 

Cosenza 

1562 

Castroreggio 

1478 

Cavallerizzo 

797 

Cervicati 

1549 

Cerzeto 

2616 

Civita  Albanese 

2849 

Falconara 

2323 

Farneta 

> 

489 

Firmo 

1479 

Frascineto 

1740 

Lungro 

4000 

Macchia 

600 

Marri 

835 

Mongrassano 

2017 

Plataci 

2022 

Percile 

786 

Rota  Greca 

2065  . 

S.  Basile 

2023 

S.  Benedetto  Uliano 

2537 

S.  Catarina  Albanese 

1762 

S.  Cosmo  Albanese 

823 

S.  Demetrio  Corone 

4523 

S.  Giacomo 

98 

S.  Giorgio  Albanese 

1311 

S.  Lorenzo  Del  Vallo 

1222 

S.  Martino  di  Finia 

2326 

S.  Sofia  D’Epiro 

2020 

Serra  di  Leo 

182 

Spezzano  Albanese 

3572 

Vaccarizzo  Albanese 

1505 

Barile 

Potenza 

4107 

Brindisi  di  Mont. 

1754 

S.  Paolo  Albanese 

836 

Maschite 

3345 

S.  Costantino  Albanese 

1446 

Villa  Badessa 

T  era  mo 

230 
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CHAPTER  II 

THE  BALASHA  (BELSHI)  DYNASTY 

The  Balasha  Dynasty,  also  called  Belslii,  is  mentioned  in  a  number  of 
publications  as  a  powerful  family  that  was  instrumental  in  the  formation 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Montenegro,  that  it  played  a  strong  part  in  the  affairs 
of  Serbia  and  later  became  its  King  and  that  it  also  ruled  over  Albania, 
during  the  13th,  14th  and  part  ol  the  15th  centuries,  AND  RULERS  of 
HUNGARY  and  DALMATIA  for  over  (HjIUMHI  500  years. 

I  will  follow  with  parts  of  these  historical  facts  as  they  appear  in 
the  Encyclopedias  Brittanica  and  Americana  and  also  parts  of  the  large 
volume  (in  Italian)  written  by  the  notable  author  Jozsef  Gelcich,  entitled 
“La  Zedda  e  la  Dinastia  dei  BALSHU’  published  in  Spalato  1899 
(Dalmatia). 

The  Encyclopedia  Brittanica  says : — 

Period  of  Native  Rule. — After  the  death  of  Dushan  and  the  break-up 
of  the  Servian  empire,  a  new  epoch  began  when  Albania  fell  under  the 
rule  of  chieftains  more  or  less  of  native  origin.  A  portion  of  upper 
Albania  was  ruled  bv  the  BALSHA  dynasty  (1366-1421),  which  though 
apparently  Servian  by  descent,  assimilated  itself  with  its  Albanian  subjects 
and  embraced  the  faith  of  Rome. 

In  the  middle  of  the  14th  century  a  great  migration  of  Albanians 
from  the  mountainous  districts  of  the  north  took  place  under  the  chiefs 
Jim  Bua  Spata  and  Peter  Liosha. 

As  the  power  of  the  Balshas  declined,  the  Venetians  towards  the  close 
of  the  14th  century  established  themselves  at  Scutari,  Budua,  Antivari 
and  elsewhere  in  Northern  Albania. 


JOZSEF  GELCICH  says  as  follows: — 

Under  the  name  of  ZEDDA  it  should  mean  no  more  nor  less  than 
the  territory  of  the  river  ZEDDA  which  gives  it  the  name. 

ZEDDA  Superiore,  and  ZEDDA  Interiore  which  at  times  is  also 
designated  with  the  name  Lake  or  Sea  of  the  ZEDDA. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  name  ZEDDA  with  which  Professor  Hopf 
prefers  to  designate  that  “PASS”,  is  of  Albanian  Origin,  and  it  was 
adopted  also  by'  all  who,  with  the  historian  Hahn,  recognize  the  Albanians 
as  the  true  descendants  of  the  ancient  Illvrians,  who  were  settled  more 
to  the  North  of  the  location  now  occupied  by  their  descendants. 

Under  the  title  of  “The  Balsidi”,  Gelcich  says: — 

It  is  an  established  fact  that  the  Family  name  BALSA’,  appeared 
for  the  first  time  in  the  official  records  of  the  ZEDDA,  and  exaetlv  in  the 
records  of  the  Servian  people  of  the  Balcan  Peninsula  in  1360. 
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The  Balsa’  which  is  called  by  others  Balsich  and  Bolsic,  are  remem¬ 
bered  as  being,  in  1304,  at  the  head  of  the  Servian  Court,  and  precisely 
Matteo  Balsa’  who,  on  May  18  of  the  same  year  arrived  in  Antivari  as 
Ambassador  of  the  Queen. 

Another  Balsa’,  and  precisely  the  founder  of  the  family  that  later 
ruled  the  Zedda,  was,  according  to  Hopf,  General  of  the  Army  of  Emperor 
Stefano  Dusan  (or  Dushan)  ;  a  third  Balsa’  finally,  according  to  other 
historians,  was  sent  by  Emperor  Stefano  Uros’  to  govern  the  Island 
MELEDA  in  1357  (2).'  (Now  Malta.) 

(2)  HOPF: — Geschte  Grienchenlands  in  mittelalter  ( Vol .  85  e  86 
of  the  Encyclopedia  of  Ersh  e  Gruber')  Vol.  II,  p.  34. 

In  1318  we  find  a  certain  Elia  Balsa’  about  whom  nothing  is  known 
except  that  together  with  the  Bishop  of  Scutari  was  the  ambassador  of 
Stefano  Uros’  at  Raguso;  and  in  1349  had  been  well  acclaimed. 


THE  BALASHA  (BELSHI)  DYNASTY  IN  MONTENEGRO 

Under  the  history  of  Montenegro  the  Encyclopedia  Brittanica  says  as 
follows : — The  Serb  principality  of  the  Zeta,  or  Zenta,  originally  included 
the  Herzegovina,  Cattaro  and  Scutari,  as  well  as  the  Montenegro  of  today, 
and  was  ruled  by  a  zhupan  resident  at  Doclea.  The  Pricnipality,  though 
retaining  its  zhupans,  was  practically  united  wfith  the  Servian  Kingdom 
between  1159  and  1356  under  the  Nemunya  dynasty,  which  sprang  from 
Doclea.  After  the  death  of  the  great  Servian  tsar  Dushan  in  1356  the 
feudatory  princes  of  his  empire  became  more  or  less  independent,  and 
the  powerful  family  of  BALSHA  established  a  dynasty  in  the  ZETA, 
eventually  transfering  its  capital  from  Doclea  to  Scutari.  After  the  fatal 
defeat  of  Kossovo,  which  extinguished  the  independence  of  Servia  for 
more  than  four  centuries  (see  Servia),  George  BALSHA,  the  ruling  prince 
of  the  ZETA,  withdrew  to  the  mountainous  portion  of  his  realm,  which 
became  an  asylum  for  many  of  the  Servian  nobles  and  for  others  who  had 
been  outlawed  or  persecuted  by  the  Turkish  conqueror.  The  principality 
now  owned  no  suzerian  and  the  history  of  its  heroic  struggle  with  the 
Turks  began.  The  long  record  of  warfare  is  varied  by  conflicts  with  the 
Venetians,  who  at  times  allied  themselves  with  the  mountaineers,  but 
usually  deserted  them  in  the  hour  of  need. 

The  BALSHA  dynasty  became  extinct  in  1421,  and  a  new  dynasty 
was  founded  by  Stephan  Tzernoyevitch,  or  Tzernovitch,  who  fixed  his 
capital  at  Zabliak  on  the  northeast  side  of  Lake  Scutari  and  joined  with 
his  relative,  the  famous  Scanderbeg  in  many  campaigns  against  the  Turks. 
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CHAPTER  III 

ALBANIANS  IN  RUMANIA 


Many  historians  say  that  the  people  with  the  name  BALASHA, 
BALSHI  and  BELLUS  of  Servia,  Albania  and  Greece  came  many  cen¬ 
turies  before  the  Christian  era  with  the  army  of  the  great  Emperor 
Darius  of  Persia  when  he  conquered  ancient  Macedonia  and  Greece. 

They  also  mention  the  fact  that  they  were  known  to  have  settled  in 
points  to  the  north  of  ancient  Macedonia.  This  gave  me  the  idea  of  reading 
the  history  of  RUMANIA,  which  was  originally  called  WALACHA,  and 
I  found  that  a  large  part  of  the  population  spoke  the  Albanian  language, 
and  the  same  situation  exists  up  to  the  present  day. 

In  the  history  of  this  country  we  find  the  names  of  many  Albanian 
families.  Among  these  we  find  the  GHICA  family  which  played  a  great 
part  in  the  modern  development  of  Rumania;  many  of  its  members  being 
princes  of  Moldavia  and  Walacha.  According  to  Rumanian  historians 
the  Ghicas  were  of  very  humble  origin,  and  came  from  Kriupu  in  Albania. 
This  family  contributed  to  the  glory  of  Albania;  a  daughter  named  Elena 
who  became  the  illustrious  Dora  d'lstria,  the  well  known  novelist  that 
married  a  Russian  prince,  Koltsov  Mazalskiy  of  St.  Petersburg.  Her  sister 
was  Sophia,  Countess  O'Rourke 

With  the  13th  century,  at  latest,  begins  the  authentic  political  history 
of  the  Vlachs  in  Rumania,  but  it  is  not  the  history  of  a  united  people. 
The  two  principalities  of  Walacha  and  Moldavia  developed  separately,  and 
in  each  it  has  its  separate  annals. 

An  early  chapter  of  Walacha  (very  similar  to  Balasha)  history  has 
been  rudely  handled  by  critical  historians.  A  considerable  body  of  Vlachs 
doubtless  emigrated  from  Hungary  at  this  time,  and  founded  in  Walacha 
a  principality;  but  material  is  lacking  for  a  detailed  description  of  the 
movement. 

Only  a  portion  of  the  widely-spread  Vlac-h  race,  which  extends  over 
a  great  part  of  Transylvania,  south  Hungary  and  Bessarabia,  as  well  as 
the  Rumanian  kingdom,  falls  within  the  limits  of  the  Peninsula  (Balcan). 
It  is  found  in  numerous  detached  settlements  in  Macedonia,  Albania  and 
northern  Greece,  and  in  colonies  of  Servia  and  Bulgaria.  The  Nomad 
Vlachs  of  these  countries  call  themselves  Arumani  or  “Romans”;  they 
are  a  remnant  of  the  native  Latinized  population  which  received  an  in¬ 
crease  from  the  immigration  of  Dacio-Roman  refugees  who  fled  southwards 
during  the  3rd  century,  after  the  abandonment  of  Dacia  by  AURELIAN. 

The  entire  Ruman  population  of  the  Balkan  countries  may  be  set 
down  approximately  at  600,000. 

LANGUAGE.  The  most  important  dialects  are  the  Istro-Rumanian, 
spoken  in  parts  of  Istria  but  rapidly  becoming  extinct,  and  the  Macedon- 
Rumanian,  spoken  by  the  Kutzo- VLACHS. 

In  the  Macedo-Rumanian  there  are  no  Magyar  loan  words,  but  there 
is  a  large  Albanian  element  and  Greek  loan  words  are  more  numerous 
than  Slavonic. 
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A  feature  of  the  language  which  distinguishes  it  from  all  other 
members  of  the  group,  and  appears  to  he  of  even  higher  antiquity  than 
the  word  forms  above  (omitted),  is  the  retention  of  a  suffix  article — e.g. 
“frate”  brother,  “FRATELE”  the  brother;  “ZI”  day,  “ZIUA”  the  day.  • 
This  usage  seems  to  have  survived  from  the  pre-Roman  period. 

A  similar  suffix  article  is  retained  in  ALBANIAN,  which  almost 
certainly  represents  the  Thraco-Illyrian  tribes  (see  Albania)  ;  and  these 
tribes  belonged  to  the  same  ethnical  and  linguistic  group  as  the  Dacia- 
Moesians  represented  by  the  VLACHS. 

VLACHS,  ITS  NAME  (Article  starts  by  saying  that  Vlachs  may  be 
of  Latin  descent). 

But  if  the  Latin  descent  of  the  Vlachs  may  be  regarded  as  proven, 
it’s  far  less  easy  to  determine  their  place  of  origin  and  to  trace  their  early 
migration. 

PERSONAL  CONCLUSIONS : — In  reading  very  carefully  the  above 
paragraphs  I  find  that  the  Historians  are  much  confused  about  the  entire 
history  of  that  section  called  Walacha  which  existel  many  centuries  before 
it  was  joined  with  Moldavia  and  were  given  the  present  name  of  RUMANIA. 

The  Historians  attempt  to  make  the  Walacis  descendants  of  Hungary, 
of  Rome,  of  Germany  and  even  of  Scotland,  but  they  all  finally  end  up 
with  the  statement,  or  admission,  that  it  is  difficult  to  prove  their  origin, 
the  time  of  their  migration  and  the  kind  of  language  spoken  in  Rumania. 
Fortunately  they  admit  very  clearly  that : — * 1  there  is  a  large  Albanian 
element  and  loan-words,  more  numerous  than  Slavonic”.  They  also  admit 
that  '‘the  language  appears  to  be  of  even  higher  antiquity;  the  usage  of 
suffix  article  for  ‘frate’,  ‘fratele’,  ‘ZI’  and  ‘ZIUA’  seem  to  have  survived 
from  the  pre-Roman  period”,  and  they  also  admit  that  “A  similar  suffix 
article  is  retained  in  the  ALBANIAN  language  etc.,  etc.” 

My  honest  opinion  is  that  WALACHA  was  occupied  by  EMPEROR 
DARIUS  of  Persia  who  left  large  garrisons  of  troops  of  occupation  who 
gave  that  section  the  name  of  BALASHA,  but  sometime  in  the  course  of 
centuries,  the  W  was  substituted  for  the  B  by  the  invaders  from  the  north. 

However,  the  Albanian  language  remained  in  WALACHA  as  it  did 
in  ALBANIA,  in  the  greater  part  of  GREECE  and  its  islands,  in  the 
island  of  Malta  and  in  80  Italo-Albanian  towns  in  Italy  and  Sicily. 

ALBANIANS  IN  TURKEY 

Among  the  thousands  of  Albanians  that  decided  to  remain  under 
the  Turkish  rule  we  find  many  who  distinguished  themselves  as  the  best 
officers  of  the  Turkish  army  and  many  of  them  became  leaders  of  the 
government,  among  whom  the  Kuprili  family  is  most  outstanding. 

MAHOMMED  KUPRILI  (1635-1676)  born  in  Kupri,  Albania,  birth¬ 
place  of  DORA  DTSTRIA,  became  Grand  Vizier  of  Turkey,  and  two  of 
his  sons  also  became  Grand  Viziers. 

The  younger  of  the  two,  Zade  Mustafa  Kudrili  (1637-1691)  became 
Grand  Vizier  to  Suleiman  II.  in  1689  and  afforded  Christians  security 
for  life  and  property;  causing  people  to  abandon  the  Venetian  cause  and 
return  to  the  Porte. 
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ALBANIANS  IN  MALTA 


MALTA: — Malta,  the  largest  of  the  Maltese  Islands,  situated  between 
Europe  and  Africa,  in  the  central  channel  which  connects  the  eastern 
and  western  basins  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  The  group  belongs  to  the 
British  Empire.  It  extends  over  29  miles  and  consists  of  Malta,  91  sq.  mi., 
Gozo,  20  sq.  mi.,  Comino,  1  sq.  mi.,  and  the  uninhabited  rocks  called 
Cominotto  and  Filfia.  From  the  dawn  of  maritime  trade  its  possession 
has  been  important  to  the  strongest  nations  on  the  sea  for  the  time  being. 

Mighty  fortifications  and  harbor  works  have  assisted  to  make  this 
ideal  situation  an  emporium  of  Mediterranean  trade. 

The  real  population  of  Malta,  viz.  of  the  country  districts,  is  to  be 
differentiated  from  the  cosmopolitan  fringe  of  the  cities. 

There  is  continuous  historical  evidence  that  Malta  remains  today 
what  Diodorus  Siculus  described  it  in  the  1st  century,  “a  colony  of  the 
Phoenicians’’.  This  branch  of  the  Caucasian  race  came  down  the  great 
rivers  to  the  Persian  Gulf  and  thence  to  Palestine.  It  carried  the  art  of 
navigation  through  the  Mediterranean,  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard  as  far 
as  Great  Britain,  leaving  colonies  along  its  path.  In  prehistoric  times 
one  of  these  colonies  displaced  previous  inhabitants  of  Libyan  origin. 

The  similarity  of  the  megalithic  temples  of  Malta  and  of  Stonehenge 
connect  along  the  shores  of  western  Europe  the  earliest  evidence  of 
Phoenician  civilization.  Philology  proves  that,  though  called  “  Canaanites” 
from  having  sojourned  in  that  land,  the  Phoenicians  have  no  racial  con¬ 
nection  with  the  African  descendants  of  Ham.  No  subsequent  invader  of 
Malta  attempted  to  displace  the  Phoenician  race  in  the  country  districts. 
The  Carthaginians  governed  settlements  of  kindred  races  with  a  light 
hand;  the  Romans  took  over  the  Maltese  as  “dedititii,”  not  as  a  conquered 
race.  Their  conversion  by  St.  Paul  added  difference  of  religion  to  the 
causes  which  prevented  mixture  of  race. 

Privileges  were  guaranteed,  together  with  the  rights  and  religion  of 
the  islanders,  when  they  became  British  subjects.  High  and  low,  all 
speak  among  themselves  the  Phoenician  Maltese,  altogether  different  from 
the  Italian  language;  Italian  was  only  spoken  by  13.24%  in  1901.  In 
appearance  the  Maltese  are  a  handsome  well  formed  race,  about  the  middle 
height,  and  well  set  up ;  the  women  are  generally  smaller  than  the  men, 
with  black  eyes,  fine  hair  and  graceful  carriage.  The  Maltese  are  strict 
adherents  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  observers  of  festivals,  feasts 
and  ceremonials. 

History  and  antiquities  of  Malta  (Melita)  show  signs  of  manufacturing 
and  commercial  prosperity  attained  in  Carthaginian  times,  continued  in 
Malta  under  the  Romans.  Lucius  Castricius  is  mentioned  as  a  Roman 
governor  under  Augustus.  Publius  was  <l chief  of  the  island”  when  St. 
Paul  was  shipwrecked  (Acts  xxvii.  7)  ;  and  is  said  to  have  become  the 
first  Christian  bishop  of  Malta. 


ALBANIANS  IN  GREECE 

Greece  is  inhabited  by  three  races — the  GREEKS,  the  ALBANIANS 
and  the  VL ACHES. 

The  Greeks  who  are  by  far  the  most  numerous,  have  to  a  large  extent 
absorbed  the  other  races;  the  process  of  assimilation  has  been  especially 
rapid  since  the  foundation  of  the  Greek  kingdom. 

The  Albanian  population  extends  over  all  Attica  and  Megaris  (except 
the  towns  of  Atens,  Peiracus  and  Megara),  the  greater  part  of  Boetia,  the 
eastern  districts  of  Locris,  the  southern  half  of  Euboea  and  the  northern 
side  of  Andros,  the  whole  of  the  islands  of  Salamis,  Hydra,  Spetsae  and 
Poros,  and  part  of  Aegina,  the  whole  of  Corinthia  and  Arglis,  the  northern 
portion  of  Achsea. 

There  are  also  Albanian  groups  in  Laconia  and  Messinia. 

The  Christian  Albanians  have  long  lived  on  good  terms  with  the 
Greeks  while  retaining  their  own  customs  and  language  and  rarely  inter¬ 
marrying  with  their  neighbors. 

They  played  a  brilliant  part  during  the  War  of  Independence,  and 
furnished  the  Greeks  with  many  of  their  most  distinguished  leaders.  The 
process  of  Hellenization,  which  scarcely  began  till  after  the  establishment 
of  the  kingdom,  has  been  somewhat  slow;  they  are  a  vigorous  and  manly 
race,  they  furnish  the  best  soldiers  in  the  Greek  army,  and  also  make 
excellent  sailors. 

In  the  field  of  literature  the  Albanians  of  Greece  contributed  the 
following  Historians :  O-J 

The  Albanians  in  Greece  and  Italy,  though  separated  for  six  centuries 
from  the  parent  stock,  have  not  yet  been  absorbed  by  the  surrounding 
populations. 

The  determination  with  which  this  remarkable  race  has  maintained 
its  mountain  stronghold  through  a  long  series  of  ages  has  hitherto  met 
with  scant  appreciation  in  the  outside  world. 

While  the  heroism  of  the  Montenegrins  has  been  lauded  by  writers 
of  all  countries,  the  Albanians  —  if  we  except  Byron ’s  eulogy  of  the  Suloits 
—  STILL  REMAINS  UNSUNG. 

ALBANIAN  KINGS  OF  EGYPT 

We  find  the  story  of  an  Albanian  shoe-maker  named  MEHEMET  ALI 
who  raised  7,000  volunteers  to  aid  Crete  against  Greece,  MEHEMET ’S 
brilliant  military  victories  earned  him  the  position  of  Governor  of  Egypt. 
At  his  prestige  grew,  he  declared  himself  King  of  Egypt  with  the  rights  of 
succession  for  all  his  heirs  in  1805. 

Under  this  family’s  rule  the  SUEZ  CANAL  was  built  in  1869  and 
placed  under  dual  control  of  England  and  France  in  1879. 

MEHEMET  ALI’S  Dynasty  started  in  1805  and  ended  June  18,  1953 
at  which  time  Egypt’s  military  rulers  proclaimed  their  nation  a  Republic, 
ending  the  148-year-old  dynasty  of  King  Faruk  (popularly  called  the 
play-boy  of  Egypt)  and  his  fore-bears,  and  installing  Premier  Maj.  Gen. 
Mahommed  Naguib  as  the  country’s  first  President. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


GENEALOGICAL  TABLE  OF  BELA  KINGS 

895 — ARPAD,  the  semi-mythical  founder  of  the  Magyar  monarchy,  led 
in  A.D.  895  his  pagan  hordes  through  the  Verczka  pass  into  Hungary 
and  other  countries  in  the  Balkans,  even  invaded  Italy.  Finally 
settled  in  Hungary. 

972-997 — Duke  GEZA,  ruled  from  972  to  997,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Stephen. 

997-1038 — STEPHEN  I.  son  of  Geza,  married  Gisela  daughter  of  Duke 
Henry  II.  of  Bavaria.  Was  canonized  a  Saint  in  1083.  See  separate 
report. 

1038-1077 — A  troubled  40  years.  The  County  System. 

1074-1077 — GEZA  I.  shrewdly  applied  to  Pope  Gregory  VII.  for  assistance, 
and  accepted  from  him  the  kingdom  as  a  fief  of  the  Holy  See. 

1077-1095 — LADISLAFS  I.,  SAINT  LADISLAFS.  See  separate  report. 

1095-1135 — COLOMON  (KALMAN)  both  Ladislaus  and  Coloman  proved 
themselves  worthy  followers  of  Saint  Stephen.  Took  possession  of 
Dalmatia  and  Rascia  (original  home  of  Servians  situated  between 
Bosnia,  Dalmatia  and  Albania)  and  Rama  or  northern  Bosnia  in  1135. 
This  explains  the  presence  of  the  powerful  Balas  family  (a  branch 
of  the  Bela  family)  as  subsequent  rulers  of  Servia  and  Albania  and 
Montenegro  under  the  name  of  the  BALASHA  DYNASTY. 

1143-1173— MANUEL  COMNENUS,  grandson  of  St.  Ladislaus. 

1173-1196 — BELA  III.  Politically  increase  power  of  nobility,  and  de¬ 
creased  influence  of  Catholic  Church.  Assisted  in  establishing  inde¬ 
pendent  Servian  Kingdom.  Introduced  the  hereditory  principle, 
crowning  his  infant  son  Emerich  during  his  own  lifetime,  a  practice 
followed  by  most  of  the  later  ARPADS. 

He  married  Agnes  of  CHATILLON,  Duchess  of  ANTIOCH 

1196-1204 — EMERICH,  the  fruits  of  Bela’s  diligence  and  foresight  were 
dissipated  by  Emerich  and  weakened  the  royal  power. 

1205-1235 — ANDREW  II.  The  most  conspicuous  event  of  Andrew’s  reign 
was  the  promulgation  in  1222  of  the  so-called  GOLDEN  BFLL,  aptly 
called  the  Magna  Carta  of  Hungary,  and  strikingly  reminiscent  of 
that  signed  seven  years  previously  bv  the  English  King  John. 

1235-1270 — BELA  IV.  The  last  man  of  genius  whom  the  Arpads  pro¬ 
duced  ;  did  something  to  curb  the  aristocratic  misrule  which  was 
to  be  one  of  the  determining  causes  of  the  collapse  of  his  Dynasty. 
Bela  married  his  son  Stephen  to  a  Rumanian  girl  Bela  TV.  is  the 
father  of  SAINT  MARGARET.  See  separate  page. 
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1270-1272— STEPHEN  V.  divided  the  Kingdom  with  his  father.  His 
father,  BELA  IV,  married  him  to  a  Kumanian  girl  to  bind  the 
Rumanians  more  closely  to  his  Dynasty. 

1§72  1290 — LADISLAUS  IV.,  Valiant  and  enterprising  as  this  prince 
was,  he  was  not  strong  enough  to  make  head  against  the  disintegrating 
influences  all  around  him.  During  his  reign  the  court  was  certainly 
more  pagan  than  Christian.  Stephen  contrived  to  hold  his  own  by 
adroitly  contracting  an  alliance  with  the  powerful  Neapolitan  Ange- 
vins  who  had  the  ear  of  the  Pope.  But  Ladislaus  perished  in  the 
crusade  that  was  preached  against  him. 

1290-1301 — ANDREW  III.  An  attempt  of  a  patriotic  party  to  keep  this 
King  on  the  throne  was  only  temporarily  successful,  and  after  a 
horrible  eight  years’  civil  war  (1301-1308)  the  crown  of  Saint  Stephen 
finally  passed  into  the  capable  hands  of  Charles  Robert  of  Naples. 

During  the  four  hundred  years  of  the  Arpad  dominion  the  nomadic 
Magyar  race  had  established  itself  permanently  in  central  Europe, 
adopted  western  Christianity  and  founded  a  national  monarchy  on 
the  western  model.  Hastily  and  violently  converted,  driven  like  a 
wedge  between  the  Eastern  and  the  Western  Empires,  the  young 
Kingdom  was  exposed  from  the  first  to  extraordinary  perils.  But, 
under  the  guidance  of  a  series  of  eminent  rulers,  it  successfully 
asserted  itself  alike  against  pagan  reaction  from  within,  and  aggressive 
pressure  from  without,  and,  as  it  grew  in  strength  and  skill,  expanded 
territorially  at  the  expense  of  all  its  neighbors. 

These  triumphs  were  achieved  while  the  monarchy  was  absolute,  and 
thus  able  to  concentrate  in  its  hands  all  the  resources  of  the  state,  but 
towards  the  end  of  the  period  a  political  revolution  began.  The  weak¬ 
ness  and  prodigality  of  the  later  Arpads,  the  depopulation  of  the  realm 
during  the  Tatar  invasion,  the  infiltration  of  western  feudalism  and, 
finally,  the  endless  civil  discords  of  the  13th  century,  brought  to  the 
front  a  powerful  and  predacious  class  of  barons  who  ultimately  over¬ 
shadowed  the  throne. 


The  Genealogical  Table  of  the  Bela  Kings  shows  a  long  list  of  Kings 
that  ruled  for  about  500  years  over  Hungary  and  for  about  150  years  of 
that  rule  were  also  Kings  of  Servia,  Montenegro  and  Albania,  thereby 
establishing  the  BELASHA  DYNASTY. 

After  the  invasion  of  Eastern  Europe,  the  first  part  of  the  15th 
century,  by  the  powerful  Turkish  Empire,  the  Bela  Kings  fled  to  southern 
Italy  with  all  the  Roman  Catholics  and  established  about  80  towns,  as 
shown  in  another  Chapter,  generally  called  Italo-Albanian  towns. 

Continued  on  page  16 
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BELLUM  PERSICUM  PRIMUM 
492-490  A.C. 


The  domination  of  Asia  Minor  and  adjacent  islands  by  the  Persian  King 
Darius,  conpled  with  his  impulse  for  further  conquest  northwards 
and  westwards,  led  to  what  is  called  the  Ionic  Revolt  of  the  Greeks 
of  Asia  Minor  and  the  islands  against  him  in  500  B.C. 

Though  the  revolt  was  ended  by  the  victory  of  the  Persians  at  Lade 
in  496  B.C.,  and  by  the  capture  of  Miletus  in  the  following  year, 
the  determination  of  Darius  was  to  effect  the  conquest  of  Greece, 
in  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  Athenians  and  Eretrians  in 
assisting  the  Ionians  in  499  B.C.  in  the  burning  of  Sardes  (1). 

B.C. 

492 — Mardonius  is  given  the  supreme  command  of  a  large  Persian  force 
which  reaches  Cilicia.  The  force  marches  thence  by  land  to  the 
Hellespont (2) ,  while  Mardonius  with  his  fleet  proceeds  from 
Cilicia  to  Ionia.  There  he  establishes  democracies,  and  continues 
his  journey  to  the  Hellespont  to  join  his  army.  He  marches  with 
his  army  through  Thrace (3). 

His  fleet  is  despatched  to  the  island  of  Thasus(4)  and,  after 
receiving  its  surrender,  proceeds  to  Acanthus (5).  Mardonius 
continues  his  march  through  part  of  Macedonia,  subduing  the 
country. 

The  fleet  is  despatched  from  Acanthus  to  double  the  promontory 
of  Mount  Athos(6),  and  to  meet  the  land  forces  at  Therma,  for 
a  general  advance  southwards. 

At  the  promontory  of  Mount  Athos  a  violent  hurricane  destroys 
300  ships  of  the  Persian  fleet  and  20,000  men. 

Mardonius,  on  hearing  of  this  disaster,  and  suffering  at  the  same 
time  a  heavy  loss  inflicted  on  his  land  army  in  a  night  attack  of 
the  Thracian  Brygi,  abandons  his  further  progress,  and  returns 
with  the  remainder  of  his  forces  to  Asia. 

491 — Darius  was  now  all  the  more  eager  for  the  conquest  of  Greece,  being 
instigated  by  Hippias.  Heralds  were  sent  to  the  Greek  cities 
requiring  their  formal  token  of  submission.  Though  many  cities 
and  islands  tender  the  requisite  token  of  earth  and  water,  the 
heralds  of  Athens  and  Sparta  are  put  to  death. 

490 — A  large  force  for  this  renewed  attempt  on  Greece  was  accordingly 
assembled  in  Cilicia  under  the  command  of  Datis  and  Artaphernes. 
A  fleet  of  600  armed  triremes  and  many  transports  convey  this 
force  along  the  coast  to  the  island  of  Samus(7).  Prom  thence, 
passing  through  the  islands  of  the  Icarian  Sea,  they  touch  at 
Naxus(8),  which  they  take  without  a  blow,  burning  down  the  town. 
Taking  hostages  from  the  other  Cyclades  islands,  and  treating 
Delus  with  respect,  Datis  arrives  with  his  fleet  at  Carystus(9)  in 
Euboea,  which  he  lays  waste. 


Thence  he  goes  to  Eretria,  and  takes  that  place  by  storm;  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  there  to  Marathon,  where  he  lands,  accompanied  by 
Hippias. 

He  is  met  by  the  Athenians  under  the  chief  command  of  Miltiades, 
whom  the  Plataeans  had  spontaneously  joined.  The  battle  is  de¬ 
cisive  ;  the  Persians  being  utterly  routed,  take  to  their  ships. 
The  Persians  then  round  the  promontory  of  Suniun  and  make  for 
Phalerum,  near  Athens. 

Miltiades,  however,  seeing  the  danger,  takes  his  army  back  to 
Athens  by  a  forced  march  on  the  day  of  the  battle. 

The  Persians,  seeing  this,  were  in  no  mood  to  disembark  again, 
and  so  Datis  abandons  his  project  and  retires  to  Asia  by  way  of 
the  Cyclades. 


BELLITM  PERSICUM  SECUNDUM 
481-479  A.C. 


B.C. 

481 — Xerxes,  the  Persian  King,  construing  his  dreams  as  a  divine  command 
co  invade  Greece,  after  a  preparation  of  four  years,  launches  an 
enormous  force,  which  marches  through  Cappadocia  and  Phrygia 
to  Sardis,  by  way  of  Celaene,  Colossae  and  Callatebus.  Here  they 
winter. 

480 — From  Sardes,  Xerxes  advances  across  the  river  Caicus  to  Adramyt- 
tium  and  Antandrus,  and  thence  across  the  Scamander  to  Illium 
and  Abydus,  leaving  Dardanus  on  the  left. 

At  Abydus  the  Hellespont  is  bridged,  and  Xerxes’  army  advances 
by  Cardia  and  Aenus  to  Doriscus 

The  fleet  which  had  assembled  at  the  Hellespont  rounds  the  prom¬ 
ontory  of  Sarpedonium,  and  takes  up  its  position  opposite  Doriscus 
(10).  Here  Xerxes  numbers  his  army  and  his  fleet. 

From  Doriscus,  Xerxes  marches  through  Mesambria  and  Abdera 
to  Eion(ll),  leaving  Mounts  Ismarus  and  Pangaeus  on  his  right. 
He  then  proceeds  through  Argilus  and  Stagirus  to  Acanthus  (12) 
where  his  fleet  awaited  him. 

Hence,  Xerxes  proceeds  to  Therma ;  where  the  fleet  again  joined 
h'm,  after  going  through  the  canal  of  Mount  Athos,  made  by  the 
Persians,  doubling  the  promontory  of  Ampelos,  and  proceeding 
round  the  promontory  of  Canastraeum  by  way  of  Scione,  Mende, 
and  Potidaea(13). 

Meanwhile  the  Greeks  had  sent  10,000  hoplites  under  Euaenetus 
and  Themistocles  from  the  Isthmus  to  Tempe,  through  the  Euripus. 
These  generals,  having  disembarked  at  Halus,  proceed  to  Tempe ; 
but  retreat  when  they  find  it  impossible  to  secure  the  passes  of 
Thessaly. 


Xerxes  advances  from  Therma  by  way  of  Gonnus  into  Thessaly; 
thence  by  Halus,  through  Achaea  and  Malis  to  Thermopylae. 

Leonidas,  king  of  Sparta,  with  7,000  men,  advances  from  the 
Peloponnese  to  Thermopylae,  to  bar  the  advance  of  Xerxes. 

Meanwhile,  the  Persian  fleet,  having  sailed  along  the  Magnesian 
coast,  reaches  the  promontory  of  Sepias,  where  a  storm  destroys 
400  vessels.  The  remainder  of  the  Persian  fleet,  which  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  gulf  of  Pagasae,  takes  up  its  position  at  Aphetae, 
having  lost  15  vessels  to  the  Greek  fleet,  which,  under  Eurybiades 
and  Thermistocles  had  taken  its  station  at  Artemisium. 

The  Persian  fleet  now  advances  to  attack  the  Greek  fleet  at  the 
latter  place.  In  the  battle  which  ensues  the  Greeks  are  victorious. 
The  Greek  fleet  then  retires  through  the  Euripus  to  Salamis ; 
while  the  Persian  fleet,  after  taking  Histiaea,  also  sails  down  the 
Euripus,  and  takes  station  at  Phalerum. 

Meanwhile  Xerxes,  having  annihilated  the  forces  of  Leonidas  at 
Thermopylae,  advances  through  Doris  into  Phoeis;  then  to  Elatea. 
and  along  the  river  Cephisus  to  Hyampolis,  Thespiae,  and  Plataea  ; 
and  thence  into  Attica  and  to  Athens. 

In  the  great  naval  engagement  which  follows  between  the  Greek 
and  the  Persian  fleets  at  Salamis,  the  Greeks  are  victorious. 

The  Persian  fleet  thereupon  retreats  from  Phalerum  to  the  island 
of  Andrus,  and  thence  to  the  Hellespont,  the  Greek  fleet  pursuing 
them  as  far  as  Andrus. 

Xerxes  and  his  land  army  retire  to  Thessaly,  where  Xerxes  leaves 
Mardonius  with  part  of  his  army,  and  himself  returns  to  Asia 
Minor  by  way  of  the  Hellespont. 

479 — Mardonis  advances  from  Thessaly  through  Boeotia  to  Athens,  and 
thence  ravages  the  lands  of  Megara. 

Pausanias,  at  the  head  of  a  Spartan  army,  proceeds  to  the  Isthmus 
from  Sparta,  when  Mardonis  retires  before  him  to  Tanagra. 

Pausanias  now  moves  to  Plataea,  where  he  encounters  the  Persians, 
and  defeats  them,  Mardonius  being  slain  in  the  battle. 

The  Persian  fleet,  under  Mardontes,  proceeds  from  the  Hellespont 
to  Cyme,  and  thence  to  Samus. 

The  Greek  fleet,  under  Leotychides,  sails  from  Aegina  to  Delus; 
and  thence  to  Samus  and  Mycale,  where  the  Persian  fleet  had  taken 
refuge. 

Disembarking  at  the  latter  place  the  Greeks  rout  the  Persian  army, 
and  they  also  burn  their  ships. 

After  this  battle  the  Greeks  proceed  to  Samus,  Chius,  and  Lesbus, 
and  on  to  the  Hellespont.  Here  the  force  divide,  the  Peloponne¬ 
sians  under  Leotychides  returning  home,  while  the  Athenians  under 
Xanthippus  undertake  the  seige  and  capture  of  Sestus,  and  then 
return  to  Athens. 


(CHAPTER  IV  Continued) 

BELA  KINGS  AND  SAINTS 


The  Belshi  family  became  just  plain,  ordinary  Italo-Albanians,  except 
for  some  appearing  at  different  times  in  the  field  of  Literature,  Theology 
and  Business,  and  some  notable  Artists. 

In  the  History  of  Hungary  we  find  that  their  origin  is  doubtful,  yet 
these  same  reports  supply  a  great  many  facts  that  are  very  significant 
and  have  been  very  helpful  clues  in  my  research  in  solving  the  mystery 
surrounding  their  true  origin. 

Some  of  these  significant  facts  are  as  follows: — 

1.  ARPAD,  the  name  of  their  leader. 

2.  MAGYAR,  the  name  they  insisted  upon  for  their  monarchy. 

3.  RUMANIANS,  being  the  name  of  their  ’’kinsmen”  whom  they 
encouraged  to  emigrate  to  Hungary.. 

4.  The  last,  and  most  significant,  is  the  use  of  the  names  BELA, 
BELSHI  AND  BALASHA. 

The  answer  to  all  these  significant  facts  is  very  simple : — 

The  BELSHI  family  of  Hungarian  Kings  definitely  originated  from 
Babylon  and  Persia. 

In  order  to  present  the  answer  accurately  and  intelligently  it  is 
necessary  to  turn  back  the  pages  of  history  covering  the  so-called  SUSAN- 
IAN  PERIOD  of  PERSIA  at  about  the  year  525  A.D.  when  a  revolt  was 
fomented  by  the  Median  tribe  of  MAGIANS  and  the  MAGI  AN  Gomates 
seized  the  throne  (the  people  of  the  Persian  province  of  Media  were  called 
Magians). 

In  less  than  a  year  later,  DARIUS  the  son  of  Hystaspes  seized  the 
throne  of  Persia. 

Susiana,  Babylon  and  Phoenicia,  who  had  been  separated  from  Persia 
for  a  long  time,  now  rejoined  Persia.  After  the  death  of  Darius,  there 
followed  a  long  line  of  Kings  whose  names  started  with  “K”  as  for 
instance  kings  KAVADII,  KOSHRAU  and  KOROSHAN  thereby  estab¬ 
lishing  the  so-called  HOUSE  of  KAREN  and  sometimes  called  the  RU¬ 
MANIAN  PERIOD. 

These  Kings  ruled  until  the  year  642  A.D.  at  which  time  “THE 
HOUSE  OE  KAREN”  was  invaded  by  the  ARABS,  and  according  to 
history,  their  conquest  was  more  ruinous  than  that  of  the  Macedons  under 
Alexander  the  Great. 


The  Arabs  became  the  complete  masters  of  Persia. 

This  brought  about  the  period  when  a  fragment  of  the  Persian  army 
fled  to  the  mountains  of  Mazandaran,  to  which  the  HEREDITARY  GEN¬ 
ERALS  OF  KING  KOROSHAN  withdrew. 

The  Mazandaran  Mountains  are  situated  near  the  southwestern  shores 
of  the  Caspian  Sea,  and  are  part  of  the  Persian  Province  of  ASTERABAD, 
the  last  five  letters  of  which  very  likely  were  adopted  as  a  name  by  ARPAD, 
the  leader  of  the  Hungarian  invasion. 

The  HOUSE  of  KAREN  reigned  here,  after  a  fashion,  for  100  years. 
This  would  bring  the  date  to  742  A.D. 

After  these  100  years  these  people  decided  to  move  to  more  favorable 
quarters  and  away  from  the  Arabs  to  whom  they  were  forced  to  pay 
heavy  tribute,  and  they  left  for  the  slopes  of  the  Middle  URAL  Mountains, 
near  the  fertile  prairies  of  southern  Russia. 

They  remained  on  the  slopes  of  the  Middle  Urals  for  about  150  years 
where  they  became  friendly  with  the  large  settlement  of  Finnish  immi¬ 
grants  that  occupied  the  Northern  slopes  of  the  Urals.  During  all  these 
years  of  separation  from  their  own  people,  and  their  close  associations 
with  the  Finnish  people,  their  original  language  became  so  badly  mixed 
up  with  the  Finnish  that  it  is  now  called  the  MAGYAR  language. 

As  their  numbers  increased,  their  thoughts  turned  to  their  kinsmen 
of  Ancient  Babylon  who  were  then  well  established  in  European  Albania 
and  many  parts  of  Greece.  History  says  that  they  “  carried  on  a  lively 
intercourse  with  the  Greeks,  ’  ’  which  eventually  led  to  their  decision  to 
abandon  the  LTral  Mountains  and  make  a  dash  for  Hungary. 

Some  of  these  people  remained  in  the  Ural  Mountains,  but  soon  after 
the  Bela  Kingdom  was  firmly  established  they  started  a  continuous  flow 
of  thousands  of  their  kinsmen  which  they  had  left  behind,  to  locate  in 
Hungary. 

These  immigrants  were  called  KUMANIANS,  kinsmen  of  the  BELA 
Kings.”  (See  History  of  Hungary.) 

URAL  MOUNTAINS 

The  URAL  Mountains,  a  system  of  mountains  which  extends  from 
the  Arctic  Ocean  southwards  nearly  to  the  Caspian  Sea,  and  is  regarded 
as  separating  Europe  from  Asia, 

In  the  distribution  of  the  races  of  mankind  the  Urals  have  played 
an  important  part.  To  the  present  day,  the  Northern  Urals  are  inhabited 
by  Finnish  races  (Samoyedes,  Syryenians,  Vogal  and  Permians)  who 
have  been  driven  from  their  former  homes  by  Slavs  colonization. 

The  Middle  Urals  were  in  the  9th  century  the  abode  of  the  UGRIANS 
(MAGYARS)  see  URAL-ALTAIC  list  of  languages  which  has  it  MAG¬ 
YAR,  and  their  land,  Bjarmaland  or  Biarmia  (now  Perm),  was  well 
known  to  the  Byzantine  Historians  for  its  mineral  wealth,  — there  being 
at  that  time  a  “lively  intercourse  between  the  Ugrians  and  the  Greeks”. 

v  C1 
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Compelled  to  abandon  these  regions,  they  moved  (in  the  9th  century) 
south  along  the  Ural  slopes  and  through  the  prairies  of  southern  Russia 
towards  the  Danube  and  their  present  seat — Hungary — leaving  but  very 
few  memorials  behind  them. 


MAGYAR 


“The  city  of  MAGYAR  (now  known  as  UR,  is  the  shrine  to  the  MOON 
GOD,  situated  in  southern  Babylon,  and  was  the  most  important  of  the 
early  Babylonian  cities. 

There  are  still  standing  some  of  the  mounds  called  MOGHAIRS,  or 
more  properly  MAGUAYAR. 

It  was  the  site  of  the  famous  temple,  E-NANNAR,  house  of  NANNAR, 
and  the  chief  city  in  Babylonia  of  the  worship  of  the  MOON  GOD 
NANNAR,  later  known  as  SIN. 

Under  the  title  UR  of  the  Chaldees,  it  is  mentioned  in  the  Bible  as 
the  original  home  of  Abraham.” 

When  the  BELA  family  felt  secure  in  their  newly  acquired  home  in 
Hungary,  their  spiritual  thoughts  must  have  been  raised  to  their  mythical 
gods,  and  as  a  symbol  of  gratitude  chose  the  name  of  the  city  made  famous 
as  the  shrine  of  their  Moon  God — MAGYAR. 

In  the  selection  of  a  name  for  their  BEL  ASH  A  DYNASTY  they  also 
raised  their  thoughts  to  another  historical  incident  that  took  place  in  the 
same  citv  of  MAGYAR.  For  story  see  first  page  under  CHAPTER  5, 
“BELSHAZZAR.” 

Another  very  significant  point  that  proves  the  racial  connection 
between  the  Bela  Kings  and  the  Albanians  is  their  constant  friendship  and 
the  fact  that  King  Bela  IV.  ’s  most  cherished  achievement  was  the  liberation 
of  Servia  and  Albania  from  the  yoke  of  “The  foreign  rulers”  thereby 
bringing  to  power  the  BELASHA  DYNASTY. 

The  concluding  point  is  proven  by  all  historical  reports  about  the 
time  they  fled  from  the  Turkish  onslaught  and  took  refuge  in  friendly 
Italy. 

The  survivors  of  the  Bela  Kings  joined  the  Albanian  Catholics  as 
plain  and  humble  citizens  resolved  to  live  a  voluntary  life  of  seclusion 
among  their  ancient  kinsmen. 

More  than  five  centuries  have  elapsed  since  that  humiliating  defeat 
took  place,  and  the  descendants  of  the  once  brave  and  proud  builders 
of  the  great  Hungarian  nation  are  still  keeping  and  respecting  that  resolve 
of  their  noble  ancestors. 


IS 


RUMANIANS 


KUM,  a  small  province  in  Persia,  between  TEHERAN  on  the  north  and 
Kashan  on  the  south.  It  is  divided  into  seven  districts:  (1)  Hnmeh,  with 
town;  (2)  Kumrud;  (3)  Vazkerud;  (4)  Kinar  Rudkhaneh;  (5)  Kuhistan; 
(6)  Jasb;  (7)  ARDAHAL;  has  a  population  of  45,000  to  50,000  and  pays 
a  yearly  revenue  of  about  £8000. 

KUM,  the  capital,  on  the  Anarbar  river,  which  rises  near  Khunsas 
has  an  elevation  of  3100  ft.,  the  fixed  population  is  25,000.  A  carriage 
road  92  miles  in  length,  constructed  in  1890-1893  connects  the  city  with 
TEHERAN,  the  principal  city  of  Persia. 

In  the  history  of  the  BELA  Kings  of  Hungary  we  find  that  these 
people  are  called  Kumanians,  and  that  they  originally  invaded  Hungary 
from  the  north  under  the  leadership  of  ARP  AD  in  A.D.  895. 

We  also  find  that  most  of  these  Kings  encouraged  the  further  colon¬ 
ization  “of  their  kinsmen,  the  Kumaniens”.  This  reference  is  worded 
strongly  in  the  hisVry  of  “King  Ladislaus  IV.  The  Kumanian”,  a  nephew 
of  Saint  Margaret  who  was  the  daughter  of  King  BELA  IV.,  and  a 
descendant  of  Saint  Ladislaus  (1040-1095)  and  Saint  Stephen  (977-1038). 

In  a  separate  article  I  pointed  out  that  the  BELA  Kings  are  the 
same  people  that  were  left  in  Macedonia  by  King  DARIUS  I.  and  King 
XERXES  of  Persia.  After  writing  that  article  I  found  the  above  article 
about  “KUM”  whic]  Is  a  province  of  PERSIA,  and  one  of  the  districts 
named  “ ARDAHAL”  which  is  similar  to  “ARP AD”  the  name  of  the 
KUMANIAN  leader,  (see  Prince  of  tfARVAD”  on  page  36,  par.  4) 

These  names  are  so  similar  that  they,  in  addition  to  the  surrounding 
circumstances,  must  of  necessitty  be  accepted  as  bemg  the  same  people 
that  were  recruited  by  Kings  DARIUS  and  XERXES  for  the  invasions  of 
Macedonia. 

Some  of  them  were  from  the  province  of  KUM  and  became  known  as 
the  KUMANIANS  and  their  leader  ARP  AD  took  that  name  after  the 
province  of  ARDAHAL  which  could  easily  change  its  spelling  slightly 
between  the  year  B.C.  492  and  the  year  A.D.  895. 

Additional  proof  that  the  Kumanians  descend  from  Persia  is  found 
in  the  history  of  Alexander  the  Great  in  his  occupation  of  Persia  (see 
separate  pages  in  this  report  copied  from  the  Ency.  Brittanica  Vol.  I, 
page  547)  which  reads  as  follows: 

“Alexander  came  within  sight  of  the  Persian  host  without  having 
met  with  any  opposition  since  he  quitted  Tyre.  He  had  now  to  settle  the 
most  serious  problem  which  had  yet  faced  him,  for  in  the  plains  the  Persian 
army  was  formidable  by  sheer  bulk.  But  the  day  showed  the  Macedonian 
army  equal  to  the  task.  The  last  army  gathered  by  an  ACHAEMANIAN 
KING  was  shattered  in  the  battle  called  popularly  after  the  city  of 
Arbela.  ’  ’ 
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The  word  ACHAEMANIAN  is  the  same  as  the  word  RUMANIAN 
except  for  the  first  letter  A.  By  placing  all  these  historical  facts  together 
we  should  conclude  that  the  BELA  KINGS  of  Hungary  and  the  BALSA 
KINGS  of  Servia  and  Albania  descend  from  PERSIA.  The  slight  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  spelling  of  the  names  is  influenced  by  the  language  of  the 
country  in  which  we  find  them. 

BELA  III.  (1196),  king  of  Hungary,  was  the  second  son  of  King 
Geza  II.  Educated  at  the  Byzantine  court,  where  he  had  been  compelled 
to  seek  refuge,  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  win  the  friendship  of  the 
brilliant  emperor  Manuel  who,  before  the  birth  of  his  own  son  Alexius, 
intended  to  make  Bela  his  successor  and  betrothed  him  to  his  daughter. 

Subsequently,  however,  he  married  the  handsome  and  promising 
youth  to  Agnes  of  Chatillon,  duchess  of  ANTIOCH,  and  in  1173  placed 
him,  by  force  of  arms,  on  the  Hungarian  throne,  first  expelling  Bela’s 
younger  brother  Geza,  who  was  supported  by  the  Catholic  party. 

Initiated  from  childhood  in  all  the  arts  of  diplomacy  at  what  was  then 
the  focaus  of  civilization,  and  as  much  a  warrior  by  nature  as  his  imperial 
kinsman  Manuel,  Bela  showed  himself  from  the  first  fully  equal  to  all 
the  difficulties  of  his  peculiar  position.  •  He  began  by  adopting  Catholicism 
and  boldly  seeking  the  assistance  of  Rome.  He  then  made  what  had 
hitherto  been  an  elective  a  hereditary  throne  by  crowning  his  infant  son 
Emerich  his  successor. 

In  the  beginning  of  his  reign  he  adopted  a  prudent  policy  of  amity 
with  his  two  most  powerful  neighbors,  the  emperors  of  the  East  and  West, 
but  the  death  of  Manuel  in  1180  gave  Hungary  once  more  a  free  hand  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Balkan  Peninsula,  her  natural  sphere  of  influence. 

The  attempt  to  recover  Dalmatia,  which  involved  Bela  in  two  bloody 
wars  with  Venice  (1181-88  and  1190-91),  was  only  partially  successful. 
But  he  assisted  the  Raseians  or  Serbs  to  throw  off  the  Greek  yoke  and 
established  a  native  DYNASTY,  and  attempted  to  make  Galicia  an 
appanage  of  his  younger  son  Andrew. 

It  was  in  Bela’s  reign  that  the  emperor  Frederick  I.,  in  the  spring 
of  1189,  traversed  Hungary  with  100,000  crusaders,  on  which  occasion  the 
country  and  inhabitants  profited  largely  from  their  commerce  with  the 
German  host.  In  his  last  years  Bela  assisted  the  Greek  emperor  Isaac  II. 
Angelus  against  the  Bulgarians. 

His  first  wife  bore  Bela  two  sons,  EMERICH  and  ANDREW.  On 
her  death  he  married  Margaret  of  France,  sister  of  King  Philip  Augustus. 
Bela  was  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  great  statesman,  and  his  court  was 
accounted  one  of  the  most  brilliant  in  Europe. 

Though  the  poet  Ede  Szigligeti  has  immortalized  his  memory  in  the 
plav  BELA  III.,  we  have  no  historical  monograph  of  him,  but  in  Ignacz 
Acsady,  History  of  the  Hungarian  Realm  (Hung.),  i.  e  (Budapest,  1903), 
there  is  an  excellent  account  of  his  reign. 
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BELA  IV.  (1206-1270),  king  of  Hungary,  was  the  son  of  ANDREW 
II.  whom  he  succeeded  in  1235.  During  his  father’s  lifetime  he  had 
greatly  distinguished  himself  by  his  administration  of  Transylvania,  then 
a  wilderness,  which,  with  incredible  patience  and  energy,  he  colonized 
and  christianized. 

He  repaired  as  far  as  possible  the  ruinous  effects  of  his  father’s 
wastefulness,  but  on  his  ascension  found  everything  in  the  utmost  con¬ 
fusion,  “the  great  lords,”  to  cite  the  old  chronicler  Rogerius  (c.  1223- 
1266),  “having  so  greatly  enriched  themselves  that  the  king  was  brought 
to  naught.” 

Bela  did  his  utmost  to  place  his  kingdom  in  a  state  of  defence,  and 
appealed  betimes  to  the  Pope,  the  duke  of  Austria  and  the  emperor  for 
assistance ;  but  in  February  and  March  1241  the  Tatars  burst  through  the 
Carpathian  passes;  in  April  Bela  himself,  after  a  gallant  stand,  was 
routed  on  the  banks  of  the  Sajo’  and  fled  to  the  islands  of  Dalmatia;  and 
for  the  next  twelve  months  the  kingdom  of  Hungary  was  merely  a  geo¬ 
graphical  expression. 

The  last  twenty-eight  years  of  Bela’s  reign  were  mainly  devoted  to 
the  reconstruction  of  his  realm,  which  he  accomplished  with  a  single- 
minded  thoroughness  which  has  covered  his  name  with  glory. 

Perhaps  the  most  difficult  part  of  his  task  was  the  recovery  of  the 
western  portions  of  the  kingdom  from  the  hands  of  Frederick  of  Austria, 
who  had  seized  them  as  the  price  of  assistance  which  had  been  promised 
but  never  given. 

In  1243  he  was  obliged  to  cede  to  Venice,  Zara,  a  perpetual  apple  of 
discord  between  the  two  states;  but  he  kept  his  hold  upon  Spalato  and 
his  other  Dalmatian  possessions,  and  his  wise  policy  of  religious  tolerance 
in  Bosnia  enabled  Hungary  to  rule  that  province  peaceably  for  many  years. 

Bela  reached  the  apogee  of  his  political  greatness  in  1264  when  he 
dealt  a  crushing  defeat  upon  the  Servian  King,  Stephen  Urosh. 

The  last  years  of  Bela’s  life  were  embittered  by  the  ingratitude  of  his 
son  Stephen,  who  rebelled  continuously  against  his  father  and  ultimately 
compelled  him  to  divide  the  kingdom  with  him. 

Bela  died  on  the  3rd  of  May  1270  in  his  sixty-fourth  year.  With 
the  people  at  large  he  was  popular  to  the  last;  his  services  to  his  country 
had  been  inestimable.  He  married,  while  still  crown  prince  Maria,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Nicaean  emperor,  Theodore  Lascaris. 

She  bore  him,  besides  his  two  sons  STEPHEN  and  BELA,  seven 
daughters,  of  whom  SAINT  MARGARET  was  the  most  famous. 

A  vivid  but  somewhat  chauvinistic  history  of  Bela’s  reign  will  be 
found  in  Acsady’s  History  of  the  Hungarian  Realm  (HUNG),  i  e  ( Buda¬ 
pest ,  1903). 
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SAINT  MARGARET  OF  ANTIOCH 


MARGARET,  SAINT  (Sancta  Margarita),  virgin  and  martyr,  .is 
celebrated  by  the  Church  of  Rome  on  the  20th  of  July. 

According  to  the  legend,  she  was  a  native  of  Antioch,  daughter  of  a 
pagan  priest  named  Aedesius. 

She  was  scorned  by  her  father  for  her  Christian  faith,  and  lived  in 
the  country  with  a  foster  mother  keeping  sheep. 

Olybrius,  the  ‘‘praeses  orientis”  offered  her  marriage  as  the  price 
her  renunciation  of  Christianity. 

Her  refusal  led  to  her  being  cruelly  tortured,  and  after  various 
miraculous  incidents,  she  was  put  to  death. 

Among  the  Greeks  she  is  known  as  Marina,  and  her  festival  is  on  the 
17th  of  July.  She  has  been  identified  with  St.  Pelagia  (q.v.) — Marina 
being  the  Latin  equivalent  of  Pelagia — who,  according  to  a  legend,  was 
also  called  Margarito.  We  possess  no  historical  documents  on  Saint  Mar¬ 
garet  as  distinct  from  St.  Pelagia. 

An  attempt  has  been  made,  but  without  success,  to  prove  that  the 
group  of  legends  with  which  that  of  Saint  Margaret  is  connected  is  derived 
from  a  transformation  of  the  pagan  diviAphrodite  into  a  Christian  saint. 

The  problem  of  her  identity  is  a  purely  literary  question.  The 
cult  of  Saint  Margaret  was  very  widespread  in  England,  where  more 
than  250  churches  are  dedicated  to  her. 

See  Acta  sanctorum ,  July  v.  24-45 ;  Bibliotheca  hagiografica,  Latina 
( Brussels ,  1899)  ;  n.  5303-5313;  Frances  Arnold-Forster,  Studies  in  Church 
Dedications  ( London ,  1899),  i.  131-133  and  Hi.  19. 


The  above  historical  account  says  that  it  is  based  entirely  on  legends 
and  they  had  no  success  to  find  any  historical  facts,  yet,  you  will  find  in 
the  page  of  ‘‘THE  BELA  KINGS  OF  HUNGARY ’ ’  a  number  of  historical 
facts  that,  in  mv  opinion,  prove  her  to  be  the  daughter  of  BELA  IV., 
King  of  Hungary,  grandson  of  BELA  III. 

1.  It  shows  that  King  BELA  IV.  had  seven  daughters,  of  whom 
Saint  Margaret  was  the  most  famous. 

2.  It  shows  that  her  grandmother  (wife  of  BELA  III.)  was  the 
duchess  of  ANTIOCH,  the  very  town  mentioned  in  the  legend  as  being 
Saint  Margaret’s  birthplace. 

3.  Saint  Margaret  apparently  was  named  after  BELA’S  second  wife, 
Margaret  of  France,  sister  of  King  Philip  Augustus. 

4.  The  legend  that  St.  Margaret’s  father  was  a  pagan  could  be 
correct,  because  although  he  assumed  a  wise  policy  of  religious  tolerance, 
he  married  one  of  his  sons  to  a  pagan  Kumanian  girl. 
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HISTORY  OF  SAINT  STEPHEN 

(Eney.  Brittanica  Vol.  XXY,  page  882) 

STEPHEN  I.  (Saint  Stephen)  977-1038.  King  of  Hungary,  was  the  son 
of  Geza,  Duke  of  Hungary,  and  of  Sarolta,  one  of  the  few  Magyar  Christian 
ladies,  who  obtained  the  best  teachers  for  her  infant  son.  These  preceptors 
included  the  German  priest  Bruno,  the  Czech  priest  Radla,  and  an  Italian 
knight,  Theodate  of  Son  Severino,  who  taught  him  arms  and  letters  (a 
holograph  epistle  by  Stephen  existed  in  the  Vatican  Library  as  late  as 
1513). 

In  996  Stephen  married  Gisela,  the  daughter  of  Duke  Henry  II.  of 
Bavaria,  and  in  the  following  year  his  father  died  and  the  young  prince 
was  suddenly  confronted  by  a.  formidable  pagan  reaction  under  Kupa 
in  the  districts  between  the  Drave  and  Lake  Balaton. 

Stephen  hastened  against  the  rebels,  bearing  before  him  the  banner 
of  St.  Martin  of  Tours,  whom  he  now  chose  to  be  his  patron  saint,  and 
routed  the  rebels  at  Vesprem  (998),  a  victory  from  which  the  foundation 
of  the  Hungarian  monarchy  must  be  dated,  for  Stephen  assumed  the 
royal  title  immediately  afterwards. 

In  1001  his  envoy  Asztrik  obtained  Pope  Silvester  II.  ’s  confirmation 
of  this  act  of  sovereignty.  Silvester  at  the  same  time  sent  Stephen  a 
consecrated  crown,  and  approved  of  the  erection  of  an  independent  Hun¬ 
garian  church,  divided  into  two  provinces  of  Esztergon  and  Bacs.  But 
the  power  of  pagan  Hungary  could  not  be  broken  in  a  day.  The  focus 
of  the  movement  was  the  Maros  region,  where  the  rebel  Ajtony  built  the 
fortress  of  Morosvar. 

The  struggle  proceeded  for  more  than  twenty-five  years,  the  difficulties 
of  Stephen  being  materially  increased  by  the  assistance  rendered  to  the 
rebels  by  the  Greek  emperors,  his  neighbors  since  their  conquest  of  Bulgaria. 

As  early  as  1015  Stephen  had  appointed  the  Italian  priest  Gellert 
bishop  of  Maros,  but  he  was  unable  to  establish  the  missionary  in  his  see 
till  1030. 

The  necessity  of  Christianizing  his  heathen  kingdom  by  force  of 
arms  engrossed  all  the  energies  of  Stephen  and  compelled  him  to  adopt 
a  pacific  policy  towards  the  emperors  of  the  East  and  West. 

When  the  Emperor  Conrad,  with  the  deliberate  intention  of  subjugat¬ 
ing  Hungary,  invaded  it  in  1030,  Stephen  not  only  drove  him  out,  but 
captured  Vienna  (now  mentioned  for  the  first  time  and  compelled  the 
emperor  to  cede  a  large  portion  of  the  Ostmark  (1031). 

Of  the  five  sons  born  to  him  by  Gisela,  only  Emerich  reached  manhood, 
and  this  well  educated  prince  was  killed  by  a  wild  boar  in  1031.  Stephen 
thereupon  appointed  as  his  successor  his  wife’s  nephew  Peter  Orseolo, 
who  settled  in  Hungary,  where  his  intrigues  and  foreign  ways  made  him 
extremely  unpopular.  Stephen  died  at  his  palace  at  Esztergon  in  1038 
and  was  canonized  in  1083. 


For  an  account  of  his  epoch-making  reforms  see  HUNGARY :  History. 
See :  Gyuler  Pauler,  History  of  the  Hungarian  Nation. 

Lajos  Balics,  History  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Hungary. 
Antal  Por,  Life  of  Saint  Stephen  (Hung.  Pest,  1871). 

Janos  Karacsonyi,  Documents  issued  by  Stephen  I. 

W.  J.  Winkler  de  Ketrszynski,  Vita  sancti  Stephani,  Cracow,  1897. 


SAINT  LADISLAUS 

LADISLALS  I.,  Saint  (1040-1095),  King  of  Hungary,  the  son  of  BELA 
!•>  King  of  Hungary,  and  the  Polish  princess  Richeza,  was  born  in  Poland, 
whither  his  father  had  sought  refuge,,  but  was  recalled  by  his  elder  brother 
Andrew  I.  to  Hungary  (1047)  and  brought  up  there.  He  succeeded  to 
the  throne  on  the  death  of  his  uncle  Geza  in  1077,  as  the  eldest  member 
of  the  royal  family,  and  speedily  won  for  himself  a  reputation  scarcely 
inferior  to  that  of  Stephen  I.  (Saint  Stephen),  by  nationalizing  Christian¬ 
ity  and  laying  the  foundations  of  Hungary’s  political  greatness. 

Instinctively  recognizing  that  Germany  was  the  natural  enemy  of 
the  Magyars,  Ladislaus  formed  a  close  alliance  with  the  Pope  and  all  the 
other  enemies  of  the  Emperor  Henry  IV.,  including  the  anti-emperor 
Rudolph  of  Swabia  and  his  chief  supporter  Welf,  duke  of  Bavaria,  whose 
daughter  Adelaide  he  married. 

She  bore  him  one  son  and  three  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Piriska, 
married  the  Byzantine  emperor  John  Comnenus. 

The  collapse  of  the  German  emperor  in  his  struggle  with  the  Pope 
left  Ladislaus  free  to  extend  his  dominions  towards  the  south,  and  colonize 
and  christianize  the  wilderness  of  Transylvania  and  the  lower  Danube. 

Ladislaus  himself  had  fought  valiantly  in  his  youth  against  the 
Pechenegs  who  now  occupied  Moldavia  as  far  as  the  Alt.  He  built  the 
fortresses  of  Turnu-Severin  and  Gyula  Feliervar.  He  also  planted  in 
Transylvania  the  Szeklers,  the  supposed  remnant  of  the  ancient  Magyars 
from  beyond  the  Dnieper,  and  founded  the  bishoprics  of  Nagy-Varad,  or 
Gross- Wardein,  and  of  Agram,  as  fresh  foci  of  Catholicism  in  south 
Hungary  and  the  hitherto  uncultivated  districts  between  the  Drave  and 
the  Save. 

He  subsequently  conquered  Croatia,  though  here  his  authority  was 
questioned  by  the  Pope,  the  Venetian  Republic  and  Greek  emperor. 
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Ladislaus  died  suddenly  in  1095  when  about  to  take  part  in  the  first 
Crusade.  No  other  Hungarian  king  was  so  generally  beloved.  The  whole 
nation  mourned  for  him  for  three  years,  and  regarded  him  as  a  Saint  long 
before  his  canonization.  A  whole  cycle  of  legends  is  associated  with  his 
name. 

See  J.  Bahik,  Life  of  St.  Ladislaus  (Hung.)  (Eger,  1892). 

Gyorgy  Pray,  Dissertatio  de  St.  Ladislao  (Pressbeurg,  1774). 

Antal  Ganoczy,  Diss.  hist.  crit.  de  St.  Ladislao  (Vienna,  1775). 


ARPAD 

THE  FOUNDER  OF  THE  HUNGARIAN  NATION 

“Out  of  the  primaeval  darkness  the  form  of  a  mounted  horseman 
stands  out  clearly  before  our  eyes,  as  somewhere  in  the  wilderness  by 
the  side  of  the  Volga  he  sits  immovable,  and  looks  about  him. 

In  his  peaked  kalpak,  in  his  mantle  of  panther  skin,  his  muscular 
frame  seems  as  though  it  were  grown  to  his  diminutive  horse. 

With  eagle’s  eyes  he  regards  to  its  furthest  end  the  never-ending 
plain,  every  portion  of  which  was  brilliantly  lit  up  by  the  rays  of  the  sun. 

He  is  calm ;  he  is  not  afraid,  nor  fantastical ;  he  only  concerns  himself 
with  what  he  sees  and  his  eye  practised  in  the  shining  light  of  the  sun  sees 
everything  in  the  wilderness  with  the  circle  of  the  horizon. 

His  quiver  hangs  upon  his  shoulders; 

His  Persian  sword  is  by  his  side ;  he  watches  for  the  enemy.” 

— By  Acsady  in  his  History  of  Hungary . 
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CHAPTER  V 

ANCIENT  BALASHA  KINGS  AND  HISTORIANS 

Between  the  era  of  Emperor  Darius  of  Persia  (d.  485  B.C.)  and  the 
era  of  the  Balasha  Dynasty  of  Servia  and  Albania,  we  find  a  number  of 
historical  events  that  should  be  mentioned  in  this  report  because  they 
have  a  direct  connection  between  the  people  of  the  Persian  Empire  and 
the  people  of  Albania  of  the  15th  century. 

These  events  prove  beyond  any  doubt  that  they  are  one  and  the  same 
people. 

THE  BALASHA  and  BELASH  KINGS 

BELSHAZZAR  (6th  century  B.C.)  Babylonian  general.  Until  the 
decipherment  of  the  conciform  inscriptions,  he  was  known  only  from  the 
book  of  DANIEL  (v.  2,  11,  13,  18)  and  its  reproduction  in  JOSEPHUS, 
where  he  is  represented  as  the  son  of  the  King.  In  1854  Sir  H.  C. 
Rawlinson  discovered  the  name  of  BEL-SARRUZAR  —  ‘‘‘0  BEL,  defend 
the  King”  —  in  an  inscription  belonging  to  the  first  year  of  Nabonidos 
which  had  been  discovered  in  the  ruins  of  the  Temple  of  the  MOON-GOD 
at  Mugyar  or  Ur.  Here  he  calls  him  first-born  son,  and  prays  that  he 
may  not  give  way  to  sin,  but  that  “the  fear  of  the  great  divinity”  of  the 
Moon-God  may  “ dwell  in  his  heart”. 

We  learn  from  the  Babylonian  Chronicle  that  from  the  7th  year  of 
the  Nabonidos  (548  B.C.)  onwards  “the  son  of  the  king”  was  with  the 
army  in  Akkad,  that  is  in  the  close  neighborhood  of  Sippara.  This  doubt¬ 
less  accounts  for  the  numerous  gifts  bestowed  by  him  on  the  Temple  of 
the  Sun-God  at  Sippara. 

He  was  never  king  himself,  nor  was  he  son  of  Nebuchadrezzar.  Indeed 
his  father  Nabonidos  (Nabunaid),  was  not  related  to  the  family  of  Nebu¬ 
chadrezzar,  and  owed  his  ascension  to  the  throne  to  a  palace  revolution. 

Belshazzar,  however,  seems  to  have  had  more  political  and  military 
energy  than  his  father,  whose  tastes  were  antiquarian  and  religious;  he 
took  command  of  the  army,  living  with  it  in  the  camp  near  Sippara,  and 
whatever  measures  of  defence  were  organized  against  the  invasion  of  Cyrus 
appear  to  have  been  due  to  h'm.  Hence  Jewish  tradition  substituted  him 
for  his  less  known  father,  and  rightly  concluded  that  his  death  during  the 
defence  of  Sippara,  marks  the  fall  of  the  Babylonian  monarchy. 

His  death  subsequently  to  the  surrender  of  Babylon  and  the  capture 
of  Nabonidos,  and  with  it  the  last  native  effort  to  resist  the  invader  Cyrus, 
would  account  for  the  position  assumed  in  later  tradition  and  the  substi- 
tion  of  his  name  for  that  of  the  actual  king. 

ALEXANDER  BALAS.  In  150  B.C.  Alexander  Balas  became  King 
of  Syria  when,  in  a  battle,  he  killed  King  Demetrus  I. 

VOLOGJESES  (on  the  coins  Ologases;  Armen.  VALARSH;  Modern 
Persian  BALASH)  the  name  of  five  Parthian  Kings. 
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(1)  VOLOGH^SES  I.,  son  of  Vonones  II.  by  a  Greek  concubine  (Tac. 
Ann.  xii.  44)  succeeded  bis  father  in  A.D.  51.  He  gave  the  kingdom  of 
Media  Atropatene  to  his  brother  Pacorus,  and  occupied  Armenia  for 
another  brother,  Tiridates.  This  led  to  a  long  war  with  Rome  (54-63) 
which  was  ably  conducted  by  the  Roman  general  Corbulo.  Yologaeses  I. 
died  about  A.D.  77.  His  reign  is  marked  by  a  decided  reaction  against 
Hellenism;  he  built  the  city  of  BALASHKERT  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Cteeiphon  with  the  intention  of  drawing  to  this  new  town  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Greek  city  of  Seleucia  (Plin.  vi.  122). 

There  were  five  kings  of  the  same  name  which  was  later  changed  to 
BALASII.  The  other  four  kings  ruled  until  the  year  A.D.  222,  and  are 
mentioned  in  the  history  of  Armenia,  Babylon  Parthzon  and  of  Mesopo¬ 
tamia. 

B ABASH  (in  the  Greek  authors,  BALAS;  the  later  form  of  the  name 
Yologaeses),  Sassarian  king  in  A.D.  484-488.  was  the  brother  and  successor 
of  Peroz,  who  had  died  in  a  battle  against  the  Haphthalites  (wh’te  huns) 
who  invaded  Persia  from  the  east. 

He  put  down  the  rebellion  of  his  brother  Zareth,  and  is  praised  as  a 
mild  and  generous  monarch,  who  made  concessions  to  the  Christians.  But 
as  he  did  nothing  against  his  enemies,  he  was,  after  a  reign  of  four  years, 
deposed  and  blinded,  and  his  nephew  Kabadh  I.,  raised  to  the  throne. 

ALEXANDER  BALSAS  (i.e.  “lord”),  ruler  of  the  Greek  kingdom 
of  Syria  150-146  B.C.,  was  a  native  of  Smyrna  of  humble  origin,  but  gave 
himself  out  to  be  the  son  of  Antiochus  IV.  Epiphanes  and  heir  to  the 
Syrian  throne. 

His  claims  were  recognized  by  the  Roman  Senate,  Ptolemy  Philometor 
of  Egypt  and  others.  At  first  unsuccessful,  he  finally  defeated  the  reigning 
king  Demetrius  Soter  in  150  B.C. 

HISTORIANS 

BELLL^S.  The  name  of  several  Byzantine  writers,  of  whom  the 
following  may  be  mentioned : — 

1.  Michael  Bellus  the  elder,  a  native  of  Andros  and  a  pupil  of  Photius, 
who  flourished  in  the  second  half  of  the  9th  century.  His  study  of  the 
Alexandrine  theology,  as  well  as  of  profane  literature,  brought  him  under 
the  suspicions  of  the  Orthodox,  and  a  former  pupil  of  his,  by  the  name 
Constantine,  accused  him  in  an  elegiac  poem  of  having  abandoned  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

2.  Michael  Constantine  Bellus  the  younger,  born  in  1018,  probably 
at  Nicomidia ;  according  to  some  at  Constantinople,  of  a  consular  and  a 
patrician  family. 

He  studied  at  Athens  and  Constantinople,  where  he  became  intimate 
with  John  Xiphilinus.  Under  Constantine  Monomachus  (1042-1054)  he 
became  one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  the  Empire.  As  professor  of 
Philosophy  at  the  newly  founded  academy  of  Constantinople  he  revived 
the  cult  of  Plato  at  a  time  when  Aristotle  held  the  field;  this  together 
with  his  admiration  for  the  old  pagan  glories  of  Hellas,  aroused  suspicions 
as  to  his  orthodoxy. 
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At  the  height  of  his  success  as  a  teacher  he  was  recalled  to  court, 
where  he  became  state  secretary  and  vestarch,  with  the  honorary 
title  of  Prince  of  Philosophers.  Following  the  example  of  his  friend 
Xiphilinus  he  entered  the  monastery  of  Plympus  (near  Prusa  in  Bithynia), 
where  he  assumed  the  name  Michael.  But  finding  the  life  little  to  his 
taste,  he  resumed  his  public  career. 

Under  Isaac  Comnesus  and  Constantine  Dukas  he  exercised  great 
influence,  and  was  prime  minister  during  the  regency  of  Eudocia  and  the 
reign  of  his  pupil  Michael  Parapinaes  (1071-1078). 

It  is  probable  that  he  died  soon  after  the  fall  of  Parapinaces.  As  a 
literary  man  his  intellect  was  of  the  highest  order.  In  the  extent  of  his 
knowledge,  in  keeness  of  observation  in  variety  of  style,  in  literary  output, 
he  has  been  compared  to  Voltaire;  but  it  is  perhaps  as  the  forerunner  of 
the  great  Renaissance  Platonists  that  he  will  be  chiefly  remembered. 

His  works  embraced  politics,  astronomy,  medicine,  music,  theology, 
jurisprudence,  physics,  grammar  and  history. 

(The  Encyclopedia  Brittanica  gives  the  names  of  twelve  authors  who 
have  written  about  his  numerous  works). 


BALBUS  OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE 

In  addition  to  the  many  kings  and  outstanding  personalities  of  the 
Eastern  Mediterranean  using  the  name  BALASHA,  we  find  in  the  history 
of  the  ROMAN  EMPIRE  a  family  named  BALBUS,  the  name  ending 
with  the  letters  “US”  in  true  Roman  form. 

These  people  are  Phoenicians,  born  in  CADIZ,  Spain  (an  ancient 
Phoenician  colony),  and  emigrated  to  ROME  in  the  last  century  B.C., 
where  they  became  powerful,  naturalized  Roman  citizens,  and  one  of  the 
family  married  JULIUS  CAESAR’S  sister,  and  had  a  daughter  ATIA, 
mother  of  AUGUSTUS. 

The  following  is  part  of  a  long  story  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica : 

BALBUS,  the  name  of  several  Roman  families.  Of  the  Acilii  Balbi, 
one  Manius  Acilius  Balbus  was  consul  in  150  B.C.,  another  in  114.  To 
another  family  belonged  T.  Ampius  Balbus,  a  supporter  of  Pompey,  but 
afterwards  pardoned  by  Julius  Caesar.  We  know  also  of  Q.  Antonius 
Balbus,  praetor  in  Sicily  in  82  B.C.,  and  Marcus  Atius  Balbus,  who  married 
Julia,  a  sister  of  Caesar,  and  had  a  daughter  Atia,  mother  of  Augustus. 
The  most  important  of  the  name  were  the  two  Cornelii  Balbi,  natives  of 
Gades  (Gadiz.) 

1.  Lucius  Cornelius  Balbus  (called  Major  to  distinguish  him  from 
his  nephew)  was  born  early  in  the  last  century  B.C.  He  was  generally 
considered  to  have  been  of  Phoenician  origin.  For  his  services  against 
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Sertorius  in  Spain,  the  Roman  citizenship  was  conferred  upon  him  and 
his  family  by  Pompey.  Becoming  friendly  with  all  parties,  he  had  much 
to  do  with  the  formation  of  the  First  Triumvirate,  and  was  one  of  the 
chief  financiers  in  Rome.  He  was  careful  to  ingratiate  himself  with  Caesar, 
whom  he  accompanied  when  propraector  to  Spain  (61)  and  to  Gaul  (58) 
as  chief  engineer.  His  position  as  a  naturalized  foreigner,  his  influence 
and  his  wealth  naturally  made  Balbus  many  enemies,  who  in  56  put  up  a 
native  of  Gades  to  prosecute  him  for  illegally  assuming  the  rights  of  a 
Roman  Citizen,  a  charge  directed  against  the  triumvirs  equally  with 
himself.  Cicero,  Pompey  and  Crassus  all  spoke  on  his  behalf  and  he 
was  acquitted.  The  year  of  his  death  is  not  known.  Balbus  kept  a  diary 
of  the  chief  events  in  his  own  life  and  Caesar’s  life  (Suetonius,  Caesar,  81). 

LUCIUS  CORNELIUS  BALBUS  (called  Minor),  nephew  of  the 
above,  received  the  Roman  citizenship  at  the  same  time  as  his  uncle. 
During  the  civil  war,  he  served  under  Cresar,  by  whom  he  was  intrusted 
with  several  missions.  Lie  aleo  took  part  in  the  Alexandrian  and  Spanish 
wars.  He  was  rewarded  for  his  services  by  being  admitted  into  the  college 
of  pontiffs.  In  43  he  was  quaestor  in  Further  Spain,  where  he  amassed  a 
large  fortune  by  plundering  the  inhabitants.  In  the  same  year  he  crossed 
over  to  Bogud,  King  of  Mauretania,  and  is  not  heard  of  again  until  21, 
when  he  appears  as  proconsul  of  Africa.  Mommsen  thinks  that  he  had 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  Augustus  by  his  conduct  as  praetor,  and  that 
his  African  appointment  after  so  many  years  was  due  to  his  exceptional 
fitness  for  the  post.  In  19  Balbus  defeated  the  Garamantes,  and  on  the 
27th  of  March  in  that  year  received  the  honor  of  a  triumph,  which  was 
then  for  the  first  time  granted  to  one  who  was  not  a  Roman  Citizen  by 
birth,  and  for  the  last  time  to  a  private  individual. 

The  preceding  story  shows  the  name  BALBUS  ending  with  the  letters 
“LTS”  in  true  Roman  and  Greek  form,  proving  my  conclusions  that  the 
spelling  of  this  ancient  name  is  governed  by  the  language  of  the  country 
in  which  it  is  found,  shown  as  follows : — 

BA’AL  and  BEL  as  in  Old  Testament  of  the  BIBLE 

BALASH  as  in  Persia  and  Babvlon 

«/ 

BALBUS  as  in  the  Roman  Empire 

BELAS  and  BELLUS  as  in  Greece 

BELA  as  in  Hungary 

BELSHI  and  BALASHA  as  in  Servia  and  Albania 

BELLUSCI  and  BELLUCCI  as  in  Italy. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

ORIGIN  OF  THE  BELLUSCI  ANCESTORS 


Having  concluded  the  history  of  the  Bellusci  ancestors  that  lived  in 
the  different  countries  of  Eastern  Europe,  I  will  pass  to  the  difficult  task 
of  finding  the  country  from  which  they  came  and  under  what  circumstances. 

The  foremost  writers  of  ancient  history  have  different  opinions  as 
to  their  origin.  Some  historians  say  that  the  Albanians  came  from  ancient 
Albania,  a  province  of  ancient  Persia  on  the  Caspian  Sea,  and  emigrated 
to  Macedonia  from  which  they  spread  out  into  different  parts  of  eastern 
Europe. 

The  historian  Stratico’  mentions  some  lines  from  the  writings  of 
TUCIDE,  ERODOTO  and  of  DIODORO  SICULO  which  state  that  the 
first  group  of  Albanians  appeared  on  the  peninsula  of  Acte,  which  runs 
from  Mount  Athos  to  the  iEgean  Sea.  Also  that  many  others  came  later 
with  EMPEROR  DARIUS  when  he  conquered  Macedonia  and  Greece  and 
followed  with  the  invasion  of  Thrace  and  Illyria. 

At  the  end  of  these  wars,  they  were  found  entrenched  as  tribes 
passing  from  one  to  another  state  with  the  natural  “  agility  of  the 
Scyptari”,  and  finally  they  manifested  themselves  in  more  important 
groups  in  the  Acroceraumi  Mountains  near  Durazzo,  and  finally  occupying 
the  territory  of  modern  Albania  which  they  named  after  their  original 
homeland 

The  writing  by  the  historian  STRATICO’  in  the  preceding  paragraph 
is  definitely  substantiated  by  the  accounts  of  the  history  of  EMPEROR 
DARIUS  which  follows : 


EMPEROR  DARIUS 

DARIUS,  fourth  king  of  Persia,  d.  485  B.C. 

After  the  subjection  of  Babylon,  Darius  undertook  an  expedition  with 
an  army  of  700,000  men  against  the  Scythians  on  the  Danube  (Mace¬ 
donians)  who  was  enticed  so  far  into  their  inhospitable  country  by  their 
pretended  flight,  that  he  succeeded  withe  difficulty  in  extricating  himself 
and  his  army,  after  suffering  great  losses. 

Leaving  a  part  of  his  forces  under  the  command  of  Megabyzus  in 
Thrace  to  conquer  that  country  and  Macedonia,  he  returned  with  the 
remainder  to  Asia,  to  recruit  at  Sardis. 

In  the  year  501  B.C.  a  disturbance  at  Naxos,  in  which  the  Persians 
had  taken  part,  occasioned  a  revolt  of  the  Ionian  cities  which  the  Athenians 
endeavored  to  promote,  but  which  was  suppressed  by  the  capture  and 
punishment  of  Miletus  in  406. 
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To  revenge  himself  upon  the  Athenians,  Darius  sent  Mardonius  with 
an  army,  by  the  way  of  Thrace  and  Macedonia,  against  Greece,  and  pre¬ 
pared  a  fleet  to  make  a  descent  upon  the  coasts.  But  his  ships  were 
scattered  by  a  storm  in  doubling  Mount  Athos,  and  the  army  was  almost 
entirely  cut  in  pieces  by  the  Thracians. 

Darius,  however,  collected  another  army  of  500,000  men,  and  fitted 
out  a  second  fleet  of  600  ships.  Naxos  was  captured,  and  Eretia,  in  Euboea, 
sacked.  Thence  the  army  under  Datis  and  Artaphines  proceeded  to  Attica, 
and  was  led  by  Hippias  to  the  plains  of  Marathon. 

See  Map,  Centerfold.  Complete  Account  of  Battles  on  2  Preceeding  and  Following  Pages. 

There  are  other  accounts  which  show  that  Macedonia  and  other 
countries  remained  in  possession  of  large  garrisons  for  more  than  200  years. 
That  gave  the  Persian  invaders  an  opportunity  to  establish  themselves 
permanently  in  those  regions  as  stated  by  the  historian  STRATICO’. 

This  definitely  explains  the  presence  of  Albanians  in  Eastern  Europe 
and  also  the  presence  of  the  BELLUSCI  ancestors  who  were  pre-eminentlv 
in  the  limelight  in  SERVIA,  ALBANIA,  MONTENEGRO  and  GREECE 
and  also  ancint  WALACHIA  now  called  RUMANIA,  and  HUNGARY. 


ALEXANDER  THE  GREAT 

ALEXANDER  III.,  known  as  THE  GREAT  (356-323  B.C.),  king  of 
Macedon,  was  the  son  of  Philip  II.  of  Macedonia,  and  Olympias,  an 
Epirote  princess.  His  father  was  pre-eminent  for  practical  genius,  his 
mother  a  woman  of  half -wild  blood,  weird,  visionary  and  terrible ;  and 
Alexander  himself  is  singular  among  men  of  action  for  the  imaginative 
splendors  which  guided  him,  and  among  romantic  dreamers  for  the  things 
he  achieved. 

Soon  after  the  assassination  of  his  father,  Alexander  set  out  to 
liberate  the  Greek  cities  of  Asia  Minor,  for  which  Panhellenic  enthusiasts 
had  cried  out  so  long. 

In  the  spring  of  334  B.C.,  Alexander  crossed  the  Hellespont  with  an 
army  of  40,000  men  into  Asia.  He  first  took  possession  of  the  old  Lydian 
capital  SARDIS.  After  a  long  siege,  he  took  the  city  of  Miletus. 

Meanwhile  Alexander  was  making  it  plain  that  he  had  come  not  merely 
as  captain-general  for  a  war  of  reprisals,  but  to  take  the  Persian's  place 
as  king  of  the  land.  He  mastered  the  whole  coast-line  of  the  levant,  and 
the  enemy  fleet  was  left  in  the  air. 

The  conquest  of  the  Phoenician  coast  was  not  to  be  altogether  easy, 
for  TYRE  shut  its  gates  and  for  seven  months  Alexander  had  to  sit  before 
it.  When  it  fell,  Alexander  had  the  old  Tyrian  people  scattered  to  the 
winds,  30,000  sold  as  slaves.  He  then  marched  into  Egypt  where  he  was 
hailed  as  son  of  the  god  ZEUS.  Here  he  laid  the  foundation  of  Alexandria 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  the  place  destined  to  be  the  commercial  centre 
for  the  Eastern  Mediterranean. 
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In  the  spring  of  331  Alexander  at  last  left  to  strike  into  the  heart 
of  the  Persian  Empire.  Then  followed  the  Tigris  into  BABYLONIA, 
central  seat  of  the  empire,  then  went  on  to  seize  the  fabulous  riches  which 
the  Persian  kings  had  amassed  in  their  spring  residence,  SUSA. 

King  DARIUS  III.  of  Persia  was  waiting  with  a  formidable  army, 
but  the  Macedonian  army  was  equal  to  the  task  and  the  last  army  gathered 
by  the  “ Achaemanian ”  (see  Rumanian  page)  King  was  shattered  in  the 
battle  popularly  called  the  defeat  of  ARB  EL  A. 

Darius  fled  eastward.  After  seizing  the  riches  of  SUSA,  Alexander 
entered  P ERSIS,  the  cradle  of  the  ACHHUMANIAN  house,  and  came  upon 
fresh  masses  of  treasure  in  the  royal  city  of  PERSEPOLIS.  He  destroyed 
the  royal  palace  by  fire,  an  act  which  has  been  variously  estimated  by 
historians. 

Ostensibly  a  solemn  revenge  for  the  burning  of  Greek  temples  bv 
XERXES. 

With  the  spring  of  330  B.C.  Alexander  started  the  pursuit  of  Darius 
who  had  fled  northwards.  It  was  an  exciting  chase  of  king  by  king  in 
which  each  covered  the  ground  by  incredible  exertions  shedding  their 
slower-going  followers,  till  one  morning  Alexander  came  in  sight  of  the 
broken  train  which  still  clung  to  the  fallen  king. 

He  had  become  a  puppet  in  the  hands  of  his  cousin  Bessus  and  the 
Persian  magnates  with  him,  and  at  this  extremity  they  stabbed  him  and 
allowed  Alexander  to  become  master  only  of  his  corpse. 

Alexander  at  first  was  shocked  at  the  spectacle  before  him,  and  then 
overwhelmed  with  grief,  he  wept  bitterly. 

Alexander  spread  his  own  military  cloak  over  the  dead  body  and 
made  arrangements  of  having  the  body  embalmed,  and  then  sent  it  to 
SUSA  with  a  procession  of  royal  significance. 

He  sent  it  to  his  mother,  that  she  might  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
it  deposited  in  the  tombs  of  the  Persian  kings. 

Alexander  gave  chase  and  finally  caught  up  with  the  traitor  Bessus 
and  ordered  him  publicly  scourged  and  his  body  torn  asunder  before  a 
multitude  assembled  to  witness  the  spectacle. 

Alexander  was  now  26  years  of  age.  He  established  his  Asian  Head¬ 
quarters  in  SUSA  and  immediately  drafted  20,000  young  Persians,  edu¬ 
cated  them  in  Greek  customs  and  trained  them  to  war  on  the  Macedonian 

model. 

He  adopted  the  dress  and  luxurious  manners  of  the  Persians  and 
lived  in  the  palaces  of  the  Persian  kings.  He  provided  himself  a  seraglio 
of  360  young  females,  drank  to  excess  and  gave  himself  up  to  every  form 
of  dissipation  and  vice.  He  was  no  longer  the  same  man. 

He  married  Statira,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Darius. 
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Upon  his  return  to  Babylonia  from  the  Indian  campaigns,  he  con¬ 
summated  at  SUSA  (Feb.  324  B.C.)  the  union  of  Persians  and  Macedon¬ 
ians  by  the  great  Marriage  Feast,  at  which  all  his  superior  officers,  with 
some  10,000  Macedonians,  were  wedded  to  Persian  women. 

In  323  B.C.  the  preparations  for  the  circumnavigation  and  subjection 
of  Arabia  were  completed;  the  next  enterprise  being  the  conquest  of  the 
West. 

At  that  point  Alexander  developed  fever.  On  June  27  his  speech 
was  gone.  His  army  was  suffered  to  pass  man  by  man  through  his  chamber 
to  bid  him  farewell.  On  June  28,  323  B.C.  Alexander  died. 

Alexander  left  no  legitimate  heir  as  he  declined,  when  on  his  deathbed 
to  appoint  a  successor. 

Among  his  wives,  there  was  one  called  Roxanna,  who  had  a  son  not 
long  after  his  death.  This  son  was  named  Alexander  Eegus  and  was 
acclaimed  by  the  General  as  their  king  and  was  taken  to  Macedonia  with 
the  army’s  return  back  home. 

Roxanna  was  befriended  by  Olympias,  Alexander’s  mother,  and  the 
child  king  and  his  uncle  Philip  were  crowned  joint  kings  under  the 
guardianship  of  Perdiccas,  Peithon  and  Antiper. 

At  this  time  thousands  of  Persian  men  and  women  came  to  Macedonia 
thereby  increasing  the  already  large  colony  established  to  the  north  of 
Macedonia  two  hundred  years  before  by  Darius  I.  and  King  Xerxes. 
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CHAPTER  VII 

MEANING  OF  NAME  BALASHA 


In  my  efforts  to  find  the  origin  of  the  family  name  of  BELLUSCI 
I  have  been  led  by  all  historical  events  to  the  history  of  PHCENICIA  and 
BABYLONIA,  both  countries  being  part  of  the  Persian  Empire  from 
which  Emperor  Darius’  vast  army  was  recruited  for  the  invasion  of 
Greece  and  Macedonia. 

It  is  from  these  countries  that  the  name  BALASHA  originated. 

In  the  history  of  PHCENICIA  we  find  the  following  explanation  of 
the  word  BA’AL,  BE ’EL  and  BELUS 

THE  PHOENICIAN  GODS.  The  gods  whom  they  worshipped  essen¬ 
tially  belonged  to  the  earth ;  the  fertile  field,  trees  and  mountains  and 
rivers  and  springs,  were  believed  to  be  inhabited  by  different  divinities, 
who  were  primarily  local,  many  in  number,  with  no  one  in  particular 
supreme  over  the  others.  It  seems,  however,  that  as  time  went  on  some 
of  them  acquired  a  more  extended  character;  thus  BA’AL  and  ASTHARTE 
assumed  celestial  attributes  in  addition  to  their  earthly  ones,  and  the 
Tyrian  Melgarth  combined  a  celestial  with  a  marine  aspect. 

The  god  or  goddess  was  generally  called  the  BA’AL  or  BA’ALATH 
of  such  and  such  a  place,  a  title  which  was  used  not  only  by  the  Aramaeans 
(BE ’EL)  and  Babylonians  (BEL)  as  well. 

There  was  no  particular  god  called  BA  ’AL ;  the  word  is  not  a  proper 
name  but  an  appellative,  a  description  of  the  deity  as  owner  or  mistress; 
and  the  same  is  the  case  with  Milk  or  Melek,  ’Adon,  ’Amma,  which  mean 
king,  lord,  mother. 

The  god  himself  was  unnamed  or  had  no  name.  Occasionally  we 
know  that  the  name  was:  the  BA’AL  of  TYRE  was  Melgarth  (Melkarth) 
which  again  means  merely  “King  of  the  city”;  similarly  among  the 
Aramams  the  BA’AL  of  H ARRAN  was  the  moon-god  Sin. 

As  each  city  or  district  had  its  own  BA’AL,  the  author  of  its  fertility, 
the  “husband”  of  the  land  which  he  fertilized,  there  are  many  Aa’als,  and 
the  old  Testament  writers  could  allude  to  the  BA ’ALIM  of  the  neighboring 
Canaanites. 

Sometimes  the  god  received  a  distinguished  attribute  which  indicates 
an  association  not  with  any  particular  place,  but  with  some  special 
characteristic;  the  most  common  forms  are  BA ’AL-B AMMAN,  the  chief 
deity  of  Punic  north  Africa,  perhaps  the  “glowing  BA’AL,  the  god  of 
fertilizing  warmth,  and  BAL’AL-SHAME  N, BA’AL  of  the  HEAVENS”. 

The  name  has  been  found  on  an  important  Aramaic  inscription  from 
North  Syria,  dating  c.  800  B.C.,  in  which  Zakir,  king  of  Hamath  and 
La ’ash  frequently  speaks  of  his  god  BE ’EL-SHAMIN. 

(Pognon  Inscr.  em.  de  la  Syria,  1909) 


Close  intimacy  with  the  Greek  world  naturally  brought  about  modi¬ 
fications  in  the  character  of  the  native  gods,  which  became  apparent  when 
BA’AL  of  SINDON  or  BA’AL-SHAMEN  was  identified  with  ZEUS, 
Tanith  with  Demeter  or  Artimia,  Anath  with  Athena,  etc.,  the  notion 
of  a  supreme  BA’AL,  which  finds  expression  in  the  Greek  Goddess  of 
Byblus,  was  no  doubt  encouraged  by  foreign  influences. 

In  the  history  of  Phoenicia  we  also  find : — 

TYRE  also  came  in  for  its  share  of  hardship.  Elulcus  was  followed 
by  BAAL,  who  in  762  B.C.  consented  to  join  Tihaka,  the  Ethiopian  king 
of  Egypt,  in  a  rebellion  against  Assyria. 

BAAL  nevertheless  submitted  in  the  end,  along  with  the  princes  of 
Gebal  and  Arvad,  Manasseh  of  Judah,  and  the  other  Canaanite  chiefs. 

The  Encyclopedia  Brittanica  has  an  extensive  article  in  connection 
with  the  words  BA’AL  and  BEL,  but  I  will  mention  only  a  few  highlights : 

BAAL,  a  specific  Baal  of  the  heavens  appears  to  have  been  known 
among  the  Hittites  in  the  time  of  Rameses  II.,  and  considerably  later,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  7th  century,  it  was  the  title  of  one  of  the  gods  of 
Phoenicia. 

In  Babylonia,  from  a  very  early  period,  Baal  became  a  definite  indi¬ 
vidual  deity,  and  was  identified  with  the  planet  Jupiter. 

This  development  is  a  mark  of  superior  culture  and  may  have  been 
spread  through  Babylonian  influence. 

Both  Baal  and  Astarte  w7ere  venerated  in  Egypt  at  Thebes  and 
Memphis  in  the  XIXth  Dynasty,  and  the  former,  through  the  influence  of 
the  Aramaens  who  borrowed  the  Babylonian  spelling  BEL,  ultimately 
became  known  as  the  GREEK  BELOS  who  was  identified  with  ZEUS. 

The  worship  of  the  Tyrian  BAAL  was  carried  to  all  the  Phynician 
colonies.  His  name  occurs  as  an  element  in  the  Carthaginian  proper  names 
(Hanni&aW,  HasdruM,  etc.)  and  a  tablet  found  at  Marseilles  still  survives 
to  inform  us  of  the  charges  made  by  the  priests  of  the  temple  of  BAAL 
for  offering  sacrifices. 

The  Encyclopedia  Brittanica  also  says: — 

BELUS,  the  Roman  name  of  the  Assyrian  and  Babylonian  divinity 
called  BEL  in  ISAIAH,  Chapter  46,  xlvi.  1.  Also  JEREMIAH,  Chapter 
50-2  and  Chapter  51-44.  Also  same  as  BEL  (Heb.  BA’AL,  lord). 
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Webster’s  Dictionary,  modernized  by  W.  J.  Palo,  A.M.  says  as  follows: 

BE-LUS  —  the  son  of  Poseidon  (Neptune)  and  Lybia;  an  early  king 
of  Babylon  or  Assyria;  ancestor  of  many  Greek  heroes. 

Poseidon  was  brother  of  Zeus,  and  was  god  of  the  seas. 

In  modern  Greece,  St.  Nicholas  has  taken  his  place  as  patron  of  sailors. 

Statues  of  Poseidon  show  him  with  a  trident  in  his  hand  with  which 
he  rules  the  waters. 


Meaning  of  the  Name  Balasha 
(In  Persian) 


BA’AL  —  ASHA,  GOD  of  the  CHILDREN 
(god)  (child) 


When  used  by  a  King  the  title  means 
GOD  of  his  PEOPLE 


W.  R.  Smith  in  his  book  entitled  "  Kinship 
and  Marriages”,  page  206,  says  as  follows:  — 

"So  the  Babylonians,  Canaanites,  Greeks,  traced 
the  descent  of  heroic  families  TO  THE  GODS”. 


THE  END 
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ADDITION  to  CHAPTER  IV. 

BELA  KINGS  AND  SAINTS 


A  few  months  after  the  publication  of  my  book, 
a  small  news  item  appeared  in  the  BOSTON  TRAVELER 
dated  August  26,  1960,  stating  that  a  British  Arch- 
aelogical  Society  expedition  had  discovered  the 
ancient  Aramean  city  of  ARBAD  in  northern  Syria 
believed  to  have  been  built  6,000  years  ago. 


History  tells  us  that  during  that  period  ancient 
Syria  was  a  colony  of  the  Achaemanian  Empire  of  Persia, 
and  there  is  also  mention  of  the  PRINCES  of  ARPAD. 


As  my  contention  in  said  Chapter  IV.  is  that 
PRINCE  ARPAD  descended  from  the  Royal  Princes  of  Persia 
by  virtue  of  having  used  Persian  names  exclusively,  in 
establishing  the  Hungarian  Monarchy,  I  decided  to  write 
to  the  Archaelogical  Society  of  London,  England,  for  a 
verification  of  the  news  report  in  the  Boston  Traveler. 

The  following  is  the  answer  received  by  me,  and 
a  copy  of  the  Boston  Traveler  news  report 


Boston  Traveler,  Friday,  Aug.  26,  1960 


tiUVlV/l  A. 


\  WX  X/ 


Ancient  City  Found 

DAMASCUS,  Syria— A  British 
archeological  expedition  has  dis¬ 
covered  a  3,000  -  year  -  old 
Aramean  city  in  northern  Syria. 

The  expedition,  found  the  an¬ 
cient  city  beneath  a  hill.  The 
city  was  identified  as  Arbad, 
one  of  the  Aramean  capitals 
believed  to  have  been  built 
during  the  9th  century. 

/ ..  ■/  i  ^ .  • 


DEPARTMENT  OF  WESTERN  ASIATIC  ANTIQUITIES 


waa/rdb/wia 


THE  BRITISH  MUSEUM, 
LONDON,  W.C.l. 

26th  September,  I960, 


Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  cf  the  16th  of  September  addressed  to  the 
British  Archaeological  Society  was  referred  to  this  Department 
of  the  British  Museum  for  reply. 

The  paragraph  in  the  *Boston  Herald*  of  August  the  26th 
to  which  you  refer  describes  an  excavation  which  is  being  conducted 
at  the  site  of  Tell  Rif ad  in  Northern  Syria  between  Aleppo  and 
Alexandretta.  This  expedition  is  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  V.  Seton  Williams,  of  the  Institute  of  Archaeology,  31“34> 
Gordon  Square,  London,  W.C.l. 

Tell  Rifad  is  thought  to  be  the  site  of  Arpad,  capital  of 
one  of  the  Aramaean  kingdoms  of  N.  Syria  which  was  destroyed  by 
the  Assyrian  king,  Tiglath-pileser  III  after  a  three-year  siege 
in  the  year  740  B.C. 


Yours  faithfully, 


R.  D.  Barnett, 
Keeper. 


Mr.  Michael  C.  Bellusci, 
43,  Bennington  Street, 
East  Boston, 

Mass • , 

U.S.A. 


ADDITION  to  CHAPTER  IV, 


Recently,  in  reading  some  Herman  history,  I  found 
Uie  story  of  another  SAINT  belonging  to  the  family  of 
Sthe  BELA  KINGS  of  Hungary,  which  brings  the  number  to 
four,  the  largest  number  of  Saints  in  any  single  family 
in  the  history  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 


SAINT  ELIZABETH 

SAINT  ELIZABETH,  of  Hungary,  daughter  of  ANDREW  II. 
King  of  Hungary,  and  Gertrude,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Gorinthia;  born  in  Presburg  1207,  died  in  Marbur, 

Nov.  19,  1231, 

According  to  the  custom  of  the  times,  when  she  was 
only  four  years  old  she  was  betrothed  by  her  parents 
to  Louis,  the  son  of  the  landgrave  of  Thuringia, Germany, 
who  was  about  her  own  age.  When  Elizabeth  was  14  years 
old  they  were  married. 

Early  in  life  she  displayed  a  dislike  for  things 
worldly,  as  the  pomp  with  which  she  was  surrounded, 
ambition,  avarice,  and  vain  pleasures.  She  began  to 
cultivate  humility,  piety,  and  great  charity  and  stimu¬ 
lated  by  the  example  of  her  mother’s  sister, St. HEDWIG, 
wife  of  Henry  VI.  duke  of  Silesia-Breslau,  devoted  her 
whole  time  to  religion  and  to  work  of  charity. 

She  founded  hospitals  in  Marburg  and  other  places 
within  her  husband’s  dominion.  Louis’  father  died 
the  year  after  the  betrothal  and  he  was  the  landgrave 
when  he  married  Elizabeth. 

According  to  the  legend,  much  celebrated  in  Germany 
Louis  at  first  desired  to  curtail  her  excessive  chari¬ 
ties  and  forbade  her  unbounded  gifts  to  the  poor. 

Cne  day,  returning  from  hunting,  he  met  his  wife 
descending  from  the  Wartburg  with  a  heavy  bundle 
filled  with  bread.  He  sternly  bade  her  to  open  it; 
she  did  so,  he  saw  nothing  but  a  mass  of  red  roses. 

The  miracle  completed  his  conversion. 

On  the  death  of  Louis  ”  The  SAINT" 

(as  he  was  called) 

in  1227,  Elizabeth  was  deprived  of  the  regency  by  his 


SAINT  ELIZABETH 
( continued) 


brother,  Henry  Raspe  IV,  (d.1247),  on  the  pretext 
that  she  was  wasting  the  estates  by  her  alms;  and 
with  her  three  infant  children  she  was  driven  from 
her  home  without  being  allowed  to  carry  with  her 
even  the  barest  necessaries  of  life.  She  lived  for 
some  time  in  great  hardship,  but  ultimately  her 
maternal  uncle,  Egbert,  Bishop  of  Bamberg,  offered 
her  an  asylum  in  a  house  adjoining  his  house. 

Through  the  intercession  of  some  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  barons,  the  regency  was  again  offered  her, 
and  her  son  Herman  was  declared  heir  to  the  land- 
gravate;  but  renouncing  all  power,  amd  making  use 
of  her  wealth  only  for  charitable  purposes,  she 
preferred  to  live  in  seclusion  at  Marburg  under 
the  direction  of  her  confessor,  the  bigoted  perse¬ 
cutor  Conrad  of  Marburg. 

There  she  spent  the  remainder  of  her  days  in 
penances  of  unusual  severity,  and  in  ministrations 
to  the  sick,  especiallythose  afflicted  with  most 
loathsome  deseases. 

She  became  a  member  of  the  Third  Order  of  Saint 
Francis,  and  in  pictures  she  is  often  represented 
clothed  in  the  Franciscan  habit. 

She  died  at  Marburg  on  the  19th.  of  November 
1231,  and  four  years  afterwards  was  canonized  by 
Gregory  IX.  on  account  of  the  frequent  miracles 
reported  to  have  been  performed  at  her  tomb. 


Consult:  Montalebert,  "Life  of  Saint  Elizabeth 

of  Hungary" 

Bonaventre, "Sermon  on  Saint  Elizabeth” 
Charles  Kingsley,  dramatic  poem 

entitled  the  "Saint's  Tragedy" 
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